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with a wonderful dress-up day where many students and 
staff wore fabulous costumes to embody famous characters. 
English also has continued the vital focus on reading as a 
skill essential to us all and have strengthened the Scholastic 
Learning Zone reading program supported by our excellent 
Learning Hub.

• Maths continued to provide a range of competitions to our 
students with some amazing results coming from the Maths 
Olympiad Competition, and they have continued to work 
with our Cluster primary schools to improve the learning for 
so many of our students. 

• The Technology team has continued to work in partnership 
with our STEM and ICT programs and the NCSS Challenge. 
Special mention must also go to our incredible Home 
Economics team who have provided such high-quality 
catering for our many events. The students and staff involved 
in the hospitality program have certainly been an asset to the 
College.

• The Humanities and Social Sciences Learning Area have held 
several excursions and exciting events to allow students to 
see in action many aspects of the curriculum covered in 
classrooms. The Mock Law Trials continued, with Ashdale 
SC students winning many rounds. Selected Year 9 students 
also recently completed their week-long visit to Canberra, 
where they were able to witness and learn many wonderful 
things in our nation’s capital. 

• Pastoral Care is such an essential part of providing an 
education to our students and the part in which Student 
Services and our Care Team plays in delivering a quality 
program to our students needs to be recognised. This year 
the team presented many important messages, including 
Men’s and Women’s Mental Health Week, Teen Mental 
Health First Aid and also many days in which we celebrated 
the diversity of the College. 

I would like to wish everyone all the best for the festive season, 
and I hope you all have a safe and relaxing holiday. I look 
forward to seeing you again in 2020 for another exciting year of 
opportunities for the students and staff of the College. 

Kylie Bottcher
Principal

As Term Four comes to a close, so does yet another College 
year, a year in which many of our staff and students have had 
many wonderful achievements. At Ashdale Secondary College, 
we strongly believe in providing a world-class education for 
all students, and I hope you will agree that this edition of the 
Ashdale Download showcases many of these opportunities 
and successes. The success and achievements would not have 
been possible without the hard work of staff and students, the 
support of the community and the strength of our Cluster of 
schools. 

In a blockbuster of a year some of the many highlights have 
been:

• The Arts Learning Area delivered some fantastic performing 
arts and musical showcases. The highlight was the College 
Production of Disney’s High School Musical. The week-long 
shows were a culmination of extraordinary efforts from all 
those involved and the entire Arts Department. The busy 
Arts Learning Area finishes the year with the annual Art 
exhibition, COLLECTIVE (our 8th), these exhibitions show 
the fabulous and diverse curriculum and extra-curricular 
activities available to all our students at the College. 

• Our Approved Specialist ICT Program, which includes 
the Creative Technologies and STEM Institutes have had 
another hectic year. These programs offer world-class 
educational experiences for students while developing 
critical 21st Century learning skills. All year groups have 
attended multiple opportunities in the form of both 
incursions and excursions. In September we once again 
held several STEM-themed workshops in our STEM Expo 
for our Year 8 students, and our Cluster students had the 
opportunity to share their STEM work from throughout the 
year at the first Ashdale’s Showcase. We also held another 
highly successful STEM Girls Day Camp for 75 girls from 
our Year 5 and 6 Cluster Primary Schools. 

• In the Health and Physical Education Area, we have seen 
the continuation of strong performances in several carnivals 
and vigorous participation in our School Sports Carnival. 
The Netball and Soccer Academies have competed against 
many schools including a south-west tour for our Netball 
students. The Outdoor Education Program has grown 
from strength to strength, and the students had many 
opportunities including a Surfing Program, Mountain Biking 
and camps to Rottnest and Margaret River. 

• The Science Team provided another action-packed year 
for the students at Ashdale SC. The annual events during 
Science week saw a variety of activities running across 
the week, including the FameLab competition. Our Year 11 
Biology students sampled the waters of Lake Joondalup 
and young sustainability leaders cleaned up Koondoola 
bushlands as part of Keep Australia Beautiful Week. 

• In Term Three, English held the annual book week where 
the Book in a Day competition was a resounding success 
with a terrific story produced from start to finish. They held 
a great debate and a poetry slam. The week concluded 
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Anzac Assembly 
On Tuesday 9 April, over 1700 students, along with 160 staff 
and special guests, commemorated ANZAC Day in a solemn and 
moving assembly. The Anzac address was given by Brigadier 
Phillip White AM RFD who acknowledged the sacrifices made by 
the ANZACs for our country and the mateship displayed by our 
diverse men and women in the armed services.  Accompanied 
by Piper, Doug Gillespie, 51 ACU Drums and Pipes and Corporal 
Jacqlin Parker on drums, a student of the College who played 
with honour and precision. The Bugler, Charles Galliott, Retired 
Chief Petty Officer Musician, Royal Australian Navy played 
a fitting tribute to the men and women who have served our 
country with honour. 

Ashdale SC Vocal Ensemble performed a beautiful rendition of 
‘In Flanders Fields’ and wreaths were laid in the ANZAC garden 
by Ms Margaret Quirk MLA, Mayor Tracey Roberts, Brigadier 
Phillip White and Carol Strauss, Foundation Principal Ashdale 
SC along with our Principal, Kylie Bottcher, Student Leaders and 
Cluster primary students which included a wreath donated by 
Mrs Anti in honour of animals lost at war.

Our students conducted themselves superbly throughout the 
service and were a credit to the College.  

Lest We Forget.

WA Education Awards
It’s always an honour to have a staff member recognised at the 
WA Education awards and this year Ashdale Secondary College 
was privileged to have our excellent teacher, Ms Julie Hughes, 
named as a finalist for the WA Beginning Teacher of the Year 
award. Congratulations, Ms Hughes - a very well deserved 
accolade!

Ashdale Secondary College turned 10 this year and we marked the 
occasion by celebrating with a community event on Wednesday 
15 May. Past students, staff and the community attended the 
celebration. We were able to showcase music performances 
from past and present students, displays of memorabilia, food 
trucks, face painting and more. It was pleasing to see the 
number of past students attend and share this celebration with 
the College as a whole.

We were fortunate to have the College’s first Head Boy Luke 
Crich (and current teacher at the College), first Head Girl Tayla 
Susac, foundation Principal Carol Strauss join current Head 
Boy Callum Shenton, Head Girl Lily Nguyen and Principal Kylie 
Bottcher to cut the 10th Anniversary cake

Kylie Bottcher
Principal

10 Year Anniversary
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We farewelled our Year 12s in style with a wonderful breakfast 
to start their final school day, followed by a dedicated whole 
school assembly to celebrate and mark their time spent at 
Ashdale Secondary College. Following the assembly, the Year 
11 students and staff formed a guard of honour to send them 
on their way. 

The Year 12 graduation ceremony was held in the Auditorium 
at Kingsway Christian College.  This event was catered for by 
our very talented Home Economics staff and hospitality student 
volunteers. 

Prior to the official ceremony, the students, dressed in their 
graduation gowns, sashes and caps in readiness for the ceremony 
mingled with their families and friends in the courtyard outside 
of the Auditorium. 

Two hundred and forty students received their graduation 
certificates on stage from Principal, Mrs Kylie Bottcher, 
witnessed by their families, VIPs, staff and guests.

A wide variety of community leaders, including Margaret Quirk 
MLA - State Member for Girrawheen and Tracey Roberts, City 
of Wanneroo Mayor attended the graduation to witness the 
proceedings and present our Year 12s with special awards for 
community involvement, leadership and academic excellence. 
The ASC vocal ensemble entertained us with a song, ‘You Are 
the Reason’.

All students in the graduating class of 2019 have shown the 
College and the community their values of independence, 
cooperation and respect, which will allow them to find success 
wherever they go in their future. 

I wish all the students of the graduating class of 2019 and their 
families, all the best.

Mr Josh Popp 
Senior School Program Coordinator

Rachael Glasson
General DUX

with Board Chair, Emeritus Professor Mark Hackling

Diya Teli
ATAR DUX 

with Board Chair, Emeritus Professor Mark Hackling

Year 12 Graduating Students

Year 12 Graduation Award Winners
ADF Long Tan Award Josh Hobley ATAR Physics Diya Teli

Arts Award Paris Sparks ATAR Psychology Sophia Jamshed

Ashdale Ambassador Award Riley Fissioli ATAR Visual Arts Dominique Cumming

Caltex Best All Rounder Award Jordan Franklin Certificate II Business Petar Kostoski

City of Wanneroo Citizenship Award - Male Kristijan Korunoski Certificate II Creative Industries (Live Production) Marija Jovceska
Brodie Austin

City of Wanneroo Citizenship Award - Female Lily Nguyen Certificate II Hospitality Jade Moore

ECU Academic Excellence ATAR Dux Award Diya Teli Certificate II Sport & Recreation Caitlyn Dinkelman

Engineers Australia Certificate of Excellence Jayden Doan Certificate III Business Caitlyn Dinkelman

Future Leaders Award Lily Nguyen Certificate III Music Industry Riley Fissioli

General Dux Rachael Glasson GENERAL Business Management & Enterprise Lana Pejcic

NMERO Commitment to Excellence Award Diya Teli GENERAL Career & Enterprise Rachael Glasson

P&C Endeavour Award Rachael Glasson GENERAL Children, Family and Community Taliah Ord

Sportsperson Award - Female Karis Italiano GENERAL Dance Victoria Lansdown-Goodman

Sportsperson Award - Male Connor Patterson GENERAL Dance Alexandra Beaman

Stan Perron Award Darby Gartlan GENERAL Design: Photography Ayva Kuriata
Hannah Worgan

Winthrop Australia Technology Award TristanTermini GENERAL Engineering Studies Nathan Comley

ATAR Applied Information Technology Jasmine Eyre GENERAL English Alexandra Beaman

ATAR Biology Tiara Harper GENERAL Food Science & Technology Karis Italiano 

ATAR Chemistry Diya Teli GENERAL Human Biological Science Tyi Mudiartha

ATAR Earth & Environmental Science Katie Gray GENERAL Integrated Science Rachael Glasson

ATAR Economics Parthe Patel GENERAL Materials, Design & Technology (Metal) Ankush Rabadia

ATAR English Marija Jovceska GENERAL Materials, Design & Technology (Wood) Mihajlo Milankovic

ATAR English Diya Teli GENERAL Mathematics Essentials Emily Macri

ATAR Geography Anja Snellenburg GENERAL Outdoor Education Danica Pizzino

ATAR Human Biological Science Tiara Harper
Diya Teli

GENERAL Physical Education Studies Tyi Mudiartha

ATAR Mathematics Application Tiara Harper GENERAL Psychology Neeral Mardania
Lara Sterica

ATAR Mathematics Specialist Jayden Doan GENERAL Visual Arts Keren Cobel
Chelsea Beach

ATAR Physical Education Studies Jordan Franklin
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On the evening of Friday 22 March, the Lakeview Ballroom of 
Joondalup Resort was transformed into a magical ‘Enchanted 
Forrest’ for the social event of the year, the Year 12 Ball.  

With mocktails in hand, dressed in elegant dresses and 
handsome suits, the Year 12s arrived as the sun setting over 
Joondalup Resort’s ballroom.  It was hard to believe these were 
the same students we see every day in Ashdale Secondary 
College school uniform. 

Mr Williams warmed the night up with a fantastic pun-filled 
speech, and Miss English reminisced on the years gone by and 
your future still to come. Both encouraged everyone to take as 
many photos as possible, which saw the lines for the amazing 
inflatable photo booth and professional photographers stretch 
into the foyer. With the three-course meal served, the dance 
floor became the showcase location – not just for the students. 

Congratulations to all of the award winners including best 
dressed, best dancers and of course the Belle and Beau – Emily 
Swain and Khoby Tyacke who interacted with all of the guests 
and demonstrated a willingness to participate in all the evening 
had to offer. We hope you all made memories that will last a 
lifetime.

Anthony Williams and Jaime English 
Year Coordinators

Year 12 Ball
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Student Leadership Team Ern Halliday Recreation Camp
On 23 September, Year 10 & 11 students from the Student 
Leadership Team visited the Ern Halliday Recreation Camp located 
in Hillarys. Joining us were the Year 6 leaders from the Cluster 
primary schools Ashdale, Landsdale, Carnaby Rise and Madeley.

The day was filled with various team-building exercises including 
crate climbing, archery and blindfolded treasure hunting. The main 
take-away from this event was understanding the importance 
of communication within a team situation, with the addition of 
improving our leadership and social skills.

All leaders found this event to be an extremely positive experience 
both in terms of developing leadership skills and creating positive 
relationships with leaders from other year groups and the primary 
schools. The Student Leadership Team are very grateful to have 
had this opportunity and highly recommend it to leaders of the 
future.

Alyssa & Hazem 
2019 Student Leadership Team

Pat Giles Centre Fundraising Week 2019
The Student Leadership team received donations over $1,300 for 
the annual Pat Giles Centre (PGC) fundraising week this year. The 
funds raised support The Pat Giles Centre, a local charity providing 
counselling and associated services for women and children who 
subjected to domestic violence.

This initiative began in 2017 when the student leaders identified 
a need in the local community for fundraising. After thorough 
planning and a presentation to the Executive Team, the College 
approved the Free Dress Day, encouraging students to adhere to 
a dress code that upheld the values and standards essential to 
this College.

This year, the Student Leaders ran a fun activity of a students’ 
vs staff soccer game during lunch on Wednesday (where staff 
gained bragging rights for the second year in a row). Participants 
were asked to donate a gold coin to play with donations also 
taken from spectators. Players and spectators all enjoyed the 
spectacle.

Student Leaders collected the Free Dress Day donations during 
Mentor Group and ran a photo booth stall during lunchtime. Due 
to the inclement weather, the scheduled music concert had to 
be postponed until the following term. With excellent planning 
and teamwork, the student leaders were able to reach this terrific 
total which will be used to purchase items required by victims 
of domestic violence, therefore making a difference to people in 
need.

Thank you to all students and staff who participated in this 
fundraising event in the spirit intended.  There was a fantastic 
buzz throughout the College during the last week of Term Two. 
Well done to everyone involved.

The 2019 Student Leadership Team 

Footy Colours Day 
Footy Colours day was held on Friday 16 August to raise money 
for the Fight Cancer Foundation. After plenty of support from 
the student body, the College raised $406 towards the charity. 
Special thanks to the Student Leadership Team for their support 
in the collection of funds, setup and organisation of the event.

Luke Crick  
Student Support & Engagement Officer

The 2019 Student Leadership Team have represented the College 
in many ways this year including welcoming special guests, 
attending events and meetings, assisting Year Coordinators 
with assemblies, participating in a leadership program, working 
with the Executive Team on policy additions and changes and 
collaborating with Mentor Captains to increase the student voice 
across the College.

It has been a pleasure to work with such dedicated, passionate 
and committed individuals. We are fortunate to witness the 
growth of our students, both in confidence and their experience. 
We want to thank them and their families for the support they 
have given the College this year.

After many years of service to the Student Leadership Team our 
fabulous teacher, Ms Nikki Pullella will be focusing her time on 
the Flexible Learning Area of the College, an area that she is 
extremely passionate about and where her expertise is valued. 
Ms Pullella has been the driving force of the execution of the 
Student Leadership program for several years and her presence 
will be sorely missed. On behalf of the Student Leadership Team, 
we would like to thank her for her dedication, patience, guidance 
and commitment and would love to see her pop into a meeting 
or two in the future. She would always be most welcome. Thank 
you for everything Ms Pullella.

With that in mind, we would like to take the opportunity to 
welcome Ms Amy Rowland as the 2020 Student Leadership 
Coordinator. She will work with Ms Chantelle Laurie, Student 
Leadership Coordinator and Mr Stephen Pountney, Deputy 
Principal, to support the growth and operation of the Student 
Leadership Group. Ms Rowland commenced working with the 
students recently and is already making a significant impact. We 
are pleased to have Ms Rowland as part of the team and look 
forward to working closely with her in the year ahead.

Lastly, we would like to wish all our leaders and their families 
safe and pleasant holidays ahead. We look forward to another 
fantastic year ahead next year.

Chantelle Laurie, Nikki Pullella & Amy Rowland 
Student Leadership Coordinators

College Christmas Appeal
During Term Four, the Student Leadership Team ran our annual 
Christmas fundraiser supporting the City of Wanneroo Mayor’s 
Christmas Appeal and the Pat Giles Centre, for families affected 
by domestic violence.

Staff, students and members of the community donated non-
perishable items from their pantry during “Tin Thursday”, toiletry 
items on “Toiletry Tuesday” and new toys on “Toy Thursday”. It 
was amazing to see the generosity of our community.

Items were distributed at the end of November and will 
certainly make a difference to those in need this Christmas. The 
Student Leadership Team would like to thank students, staff and 
community members for their support of this cause; without the 
generous donations received, the appeal would not be a success.

The Student Leadership Team hope the College community enjoy 
time with their families and friends this festive season.

The 2019 Student Leadership Team
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STEM Girls High Tea
Year 9 and 10 girls who were interested in learning more about 
STEM careers were invited to attend a High Tea on Thursday 23 
May in Curie Cafe. Over 60 students and staff participated in the 
event and heard from an inspirational keynote speaker and panel 
of current year 11 and 12 female students. Keynote speaker Kate 
Buckle shared her career journey into becoming a Fire Engineer 
for Arup and advice for having role models and pursuing a career 
that aligns with your values. 

The panel of students, including Rhianna Kara, Charlotte Ross, 
Tamara Molan, Diya Teli and Charlize-Thornton Elliot shared their 
study tips and choosing senior school subjects based on passion 
and interest. Feedback from the event was overwhelmingly 
positive, and look forward to hosting yet another STEM girls high 
tea in 2020. 

Shaloni Naik 
ICT / STEM Teacher

STEM Girls Day Camp
A RAAF PC-9 flyover just for Ashdale Secondary College! 
Hard to believe… but it happened… on Saturday 8 June, we ran 
our fourth STEM Girls Day Camp for Year 4 - 6 girls from our four 
Cluster Primary Schools. The theme was flight, and the Airforce 
offered us a fly over and a group of pilots to visit and talk to our 
students.  

The 74 students and 15 female STEM professional mentors 
were not only treated to the flyover but also a fantastic keynote 
presentation from Cherish McNamara, an ex-US Airforce pilot and 
instructor, a working wind tunnel demo, a “bend the bar” materials 
strength activity, the opportunity to fly drones, and an informative 
Q&A session with Airforce pilots regarding the four forces of flight.  
Students also designed kites based on the principles of flight they 
just had learned. We were lucky enough to have the Minister for 
Education & Training, Hon. Sue Ellery and Ms Margaret Quirk, MLA 
join us for part of the day.

The event was hugely successful yet again and met with a great 
deal of positive feedback from all who attended.

Debbie Yates
Primary STEM Coordinator

STEM is an integral part of ensuring our students achieve 
a positive future. Therefore, Ashdale Secondary College 
and the Ashdale Cluster have placed STEM as a priority 
providing the essential future-ready skills of critical thinking, 
problem-solving, creativity, innovation, communication and 
collaboration across all learning areas. The College offers a 
wide variety of STEM subject choices and activities for all 
students to engage and learn. It has been a massive year for 
all involved with even more exciting STEM activities planned 
for 2020.

STEM in Schools
Wednesday 30 October was a nationwide STEM in Schools event 
coordinated by CSIRO. Ashdale Secondary College participated 
by hosting a morning tea for 25 Year 7 - 10 students who began 
by watching a 10-minute panel organised by CSIRO, discussing 
STEM careers. They then had the opportunity to listen to Dr 
Anne Aly, Federal Member for Cowan, share her insights into 
STEM careers. Dr Aly spoke to each student about their career 
aspirations and provided them with advice and encouragement.  
The students finished off the morning with a brainstorm session 
sharing their thoughts on what else they would like to know 
about STEM careers and subjects.

Debbie Yates
STEM Coordinator

Whole School and Cluster STEM

Year 9 Approved Specialist Program 
Leadership Day
On Friday 15 November, Mrs Yates, Mrs Naik and Mr Ihlein took 
our Year 9 Creative Technologies Institute and STEM Institute 
classes for a fun, but very hot day to the Swan Valley Adventure 
Centre.  With temperatures hitting 38 degrees, icy poles, lots of 
cold water and water activities were greatly appreciated by the 
students.  They all did a fantastic job completing the commando 
course (and so did the teachers!) and conquering the flying fox.  
It was a great way for our students to celebrate the end of three 
years in the Approved Specialist Program and we thank them for 
their contributions to the school during this time.

Debbie Yates
ICT Teacher & STEM Coordinator
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Up, up and away!

Twelve Year 9 students from the Approved Specialist Program 
worked with D&T Teacher Mr Austin to learn how to fly drones. 
The course includes gaining insight into the science of flight, the 
legal requirements of flying drones as well as getting hands-on 
experience with Ashdale’s DJI Phantoms. At the end of the year, 
these students will sit for their Remote Pilots Licence, an amazing 
qualification that will open up a range of future opportunities for 
them. We wish them the best of luck!

Matt Titmanis 
Approved Specialist Program Coordinator

STEM EXPO 2019
On September 10 and 11, Ashdale Secondary College hosted 
our STEM Expo to engage students across the Cluster in STEM 
workshops and activities. The first day of the Expo saw over 300 
Year 4s and 5s from Ashdale Primary, Carnaby Rise Primary, 
Madeley Primary and Landsdale Primary come to the College 
to participate in a range of STEM workshops and a drones 
presentation from Peter Austin’s Year 9 Drone Class.

The second day of the Expo included a keynote presentation by Dr 
Michelle Ellis and computer science student, Georgia Maher from 
Edith Cowan University. They spoke to the Year 8 cohort about the 
soft skills and personality traits required for a successful career 
in STEM fields. ECU Science pre-service teachers also put on a 
pop-up display with science experiments for students to interact 
with and 12 workshops facilitated by Ashdale Secondary College 
teachers, pre-service teachers and STEM Leaders. 

The workshops included a maths escape room led by Jenny 
Yarnell and Kirti Lalji, a lolly computer workshop by Jonathan 
Ihlein, a garden workshop by Julie Hughes, a bridge-building 
class by Mark Pearce, a robot rumble activity by Stephen 
Warwick, a Rube Goldberg Machine workshop by Amela Delic, a 
sports science workshop by Kayleigh Kimber, the marshmallow 
challenge by Jessica Leeming, a VR workshop by Ryan Angus, an 
e-textiles workshop led by Year 10 student, Reanna Cowton and 
TV Studio workshop led by Year 11 Certificate II (Media) students.

The continued success of the event and positive impact on the 
school community is thanks to our fantastic staff and students at 
the College, and we look forward to showcasing student work, 
including STEM projects from across the Cluster in 2020.

Alexander Myer
STEM Coordinator

Computer Science, Digital Technologies and 
Cyber Security @ ECU

Year 8 Specialist ICT and STEM students visited ECU in Term 
Two to attend a series of computer science, digital technologies 
and cyber security workshops. Dr Michelle Ellis, the Program  
Coordinator for Cyber Security for Schools, Girls Programming 
Network (GPN) and DigiTech for Schools, led the journey for our 
students. 

The workshops were immersive and hands-on, giving students 
a deeper understanding of cybersecurity concepts, career 
aspirations and university pathways. Students were privileged 
to hear guest lectures in the field of security intelligence and 
explore their suitability to jobs in that industry.

The main content covered included Networking, Cryptography, 
Programming and Digital Forensics. The Micro Bit workshop 
focused on the use of Micro Bits for data collection. Students 
got to learn how to code the Micro Bits as well as use various 
sensors such as grove sensors, light sensors and temperature 
sensors.

Jonathan Ihlein 
ICT/STEM Teacher

PeCan CTF 2019
Four Ashdale students were selected to attend the inaugural 
Perth vs Canberra Cyber Security CTF (PeCan) at ECU Joondalup.

Aareez Irani, Anna Tran, Scott Cattanach and Tristan Termini spent 
the first two days of Term Three holidays fiercely competing with 
teams from Perth and Canberra in the cybersecurity challenge, 
coming in a close second place at the end of the event.

Thanks go to Alex Myer and Jonathan Ihlein for attending the 
event to lend support and encouragement to the students.

Shaloni Naik 
ICT / STEM Teacher 
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Japan STEM Partnership

As part of a new international partnership, Ashdale SC welcomed 
16 students from Hikone Higashi High school in Japan during 
the first week of Term Three. The Hikone students were invited 
into the homes of Ashdale students gaining an insight into the 
daily lives of Australian teenagers. It was a busy week with the 
Hikone students running lessons on traditional calligraphy and 
origami, and sharing research projects in excellent English. We 
then shared traditional Australian cooking such as damper and 
pavlova and invited them into our classes. 

Students socialised at Zone Bowling in Joondalup and also visited 
Caversham wildlife park to see our native animals and take the 
obligatory selfie with a Koala. This partnership will grow into 
the future as we start to engage in scientific research projects 
together and continue to share our distinct but fantastic cultures. 
Thank you all the wonderful host families and students for their 
support and am excited about the next phase of this journey.

Matt Titmanis
Program Coordinator - STEM

Tech-Trails
On Wednesday 23 October, Ashdale SC welcomed the WiTWA 
Tech-Trails event to the College. US Consul General David Gainer 
opened the event which featured Lyndsey Scott, Model, Software 
Developer and Actress as our keynote speaker and contained a 
rotation of six workshops for 
students to access across the 
day. 

Our partnership with 
WiTWA has brought many 
opportunities to the College. 
The Tech-Trails event not 
only provided a platform for 
students to witness various 
examples of STEM careers it 
also promoted positive role 
models showcasing their 
current theme “if you can see 
her, you can be her”. 

As a Specialist Science and Technology College with an Approved 
Specialist Program in ICT, STEM skills are focused on and taught 
across all learning areas. The day provided the opportunity for 
students to explore these skills further while talking to industry 
professionals currently working in these fields.

The range of workshops available was broad and diverse featuring 
technological advancements in areas from space exploration to 
pet rescue. It was an absolute privilege to have the Tech-Trails 
team here at the College, another way we are working towards a 
positive future for our students.

Sharon Lyon
Deputy Principal

Grok Coding Competition 2019
Students from the Approved Specialist Program program took part in the NCSS competition 
once again in 2019, with a plethora of perfect scores and high distinctions across multiple 
competition levels.

2019 was the first year that Ashdale SC students officially competed in the extremely 
challenging championship level. A huge congratulations go out to Lauren Lam and Jordan 
Taddei (both Year 9), who achieved high distinctions in this bracket, up against senior 
school and university students all across Australia, and to Gwen Lau and Dhyan Patel (both 
Year 10) for achieving a merit result.

Lauren Lam also made Ashdale SC history by achieving a perfect score in every other rank 
of the competition - a testament to her perseverance and problem-solving skills.

This year saw an increase in the number of students competing and achieving in the 
much harder “intermediate” level competition - with more than half of the students who 
attempted it achieving a rank of high distinction or better. Congratulations to all who competed and we hope that they continue to 
challenge and grow their programming skills into the future.

Shaloni Naik 
ICT / STEM Teacher 

Just Start IT Program
On Sunday 30 June, Rhianne Miller and Gwen Lau from the Year 
10 STEM Integrated class took on the challenge of pitching a 
technology-enabled business idea to a panel of judges as part 
of the Semi-Finals for the state-wide Just Start IT program. The 
team (which also included Sameka Franke) worked with start-up 
experts to develop their idea called “EveryDog EveryDay”. Their 
app aims to provide a place to compare breeds of dogs based 
on cost and maintenance and provide a subscription service 
ensuring that all the food, medical and entertainment meets the 
needs of the dog. They pitched with confidence and were able to 
answer the tough questions thrown at them by the judges. 

Shaloni Naik 
ICT / STEM Teacher 

WITWA Conference
Two students (Alysha, Year 9 and Nishi, Year 10) were lucky 
enough to be invited to attend the inaugural Women in Technology 
WA (WITWA) conference in October. They had a wonderful 
day listening to several presenters and panels and chatting to 
professionals in a range of tech careers. Alysha and Nishi are 
pictured with ex-Ashdale SC student Lakshmi Dabasia who now 
works at Wooside.

Their favourite part of the day was listening to members of the 
Youth Tech panel where they realised that little things could make 
a difference. They felt that listening to all of the engaging and 
excellent presentations gave them a much greater understanding 
of the STEM career pathways available to them.

Deb Yates 
STEM Coordinator 

TECHNOLOGIES
INSTITUTE
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Science Week 

To celebrate the 2019 National Science Week theme ‘Destination 
Moon: more missions, more science’ in August, Ashdale SC 
hosted several exciting events to engage students with all things 
science. 

We launched the week with a viewing of the original moon 
landing treating viewers to a Milky Way chocolate bar. On the 
Tuesday we launched water bottle rockets on the oval by using 
water as the reaction mass being forced out by pressurised air. 

Then on the Wednesday, students and staff had an opportunity 
to get up close and personal with some of Australia’s Native 
animals, followed by a special FameLab presentation where 
four Year 12 students pitched their three-minute science ideas 
to our Year 7 students. FameLab is Australia’s leading science 
communication competition which aims to find, develop and 
mentor young science and engineering communicators. Our 
guest judge was none other than FameLab Australia’s 2019 
winner Dr Paola Magna!

On Thursday, students experimented with bubbles - trying to 
create the ‘world’s’ most gigantic bubble using a unique bubble 
mix. Closing out the week was Perform Education who delighted 
our Lower School Students with a play about space and maths, 
while many of our senior school students enjoyed cuddling snake 
and lizards at lunchtime. 

The week was full of activities and competitions, and the Science 
Department hopes the students had as fun as we did and look 
forward to Science Week 2020! 

Hannah James 
Head of Learning Area - Science 

Young Sustainability leaders clean up 
Koondoola bushlands

The young Sustainability leaders at Ashdale Secondary College 
organised a community clean-up of Koondoola Bushlands on 
Sunday, 25 August 2019. The young leaders in Years 8 and 9 
as well as members of the community including Mayor Tracey 
Roberts and Councillor Brett Treby, City of Wanneroo, took part 
in the clean-up during the nation’s Keep Australia Beautiful Week.

Koondoola Bushlands is home to many of our significant native 
plant and animal species, and the College adopted this area 
through Keep Australia Beautiful’s “Adopt-a-Spot” program. This 
program is a simple way for individuals, community groups, 
businesses and schools to do their bit for a cleaner environment. 
By adopting a spot, Ashdale Secondary College has committed 
to help keep Koondoola Bushlands litter-free for two years by 
hosting three to four clean-ups per year.

The Wanneroo Times featured the girls in an article for their 
efforts. We look forward to seeing more sustainable projects in 
2020. 

Julie Hughes
Science Teacher 

Science

Biology students get sampling!

On 15 October the Year 11 ATAR Biology Students attended 
an excursion to Neil Hawkins Park and Lake Joondalup with 
Miss Brigden, Mr Duckworth and Miss Lennox. This excursion 
was designed for students to complete the practical fieldwork 
component of their course. Following the excursion, students 
completed a validation assessment. 

As part of their fieldwork, they conducted a range of water 
samples including pH, turbidity, nitrate and phosphate tests. They 
also used water samples to identify invertebrates and used this 
information to assess the general health of the park and wetland 
environment. There were various sightings of native birds and 
even a Blue Tongue Lizard!

The weather was perfect for the excursion, and the students had 
a wonderful time while developing their fieldwork techniques. 

Mia Lennox
Second in Charge - Science 
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2019 in review...
With 2019 drawing to a close, we are looking back at all the 
exciting things that happened this year, in English.

What a pleasure it was to see all the Year 7 students having such 
a great time while attending  Djinda Kaatijin (‘understanding the 
stars’ in Noongar), a performance by the well-known Indigenous 
Theatre Company, Yirra Yaakin. Through a mix of traditional 
Noongar dreaming stories and contemporary Indigenous 
storytelling, Djinda Kaatijin explored the story of the Seven 
Sisters and put a smile on many faces that day.

We also had the pleasure to welcome the Bell Shakespeare 
troupe, who performed Words, Words, Words to the Year 9 
students. After studying Romeo and Juliet in class, students 
thoroughly enjoyed the performance as it explored the true 
power of Shakespeare’s language.

Then, it was the turn of Year 12 ATAR students, who got a 
glimpse of University life during the 2019 English and Literature 
Conference held at Curtin University. Students attended a 
number of lectures that further developed their understanding 
of the English ATAR course as well as challenged their ways of 
communicating their ideas.

Throughout the year, our Junior School students were challenged 

in creating different visual texts as part of their course work. 
Year 7 students produced some terrific graphic novels, based 
on the novels they studied in class. Year 8 students designed 
picture books for the students at Ashdale Primary School, and 
as a Cluster initiative, to encourage all students to read, our Year 
8 students went to visit the primary school to find out who their 
audience was.

Then, we had Book Week, which offered a plethora of events 
to engage and challenge all students (and teachers). From 
partaking in the spelling bee competition to voicing their opinion 
in the Great Debate, students were actively showcasing their 
English skills. Talented artists and designers were rewarded for 
their persuasive skills in the poster and bookmark competitions. 
Finally, to conclude Book Week, we had the great pleasure to 
welcome Shane McCarthy, an internationally renowned author 
of graphic novels. Shane Mc Carthy told the students about his 
work for DC Comics and Marvel Comics and he revealed some 
tricks of the trade to a fascinated audience.

It has been a busy and exciting year, but wait for next year, as we 
will have some more amazing things for you to learn and partake 
in.

Nathalie Dommange
Head of Learning Area – English

English Mathematics

WA Junior Mathematics Olympiad Competition

On Saturday 26 October Mr Rains, Mrs Homer and Mrs Lalji met 
15 of the most exceptional Year 7, 8 and 9 mathematics students 
from the College, at UWA for the annual WA Junior Mathematics 
Olympiad competition. The students representing the College 
were Andrew Taddei, Daniel Toth, Jordan Taddei, Cameron 
Bywaters, Joshua Pedrazza, Julia Lee, Sienna Bailey, Lauren 
Lam, Neha Bhudia, Breanna Kelly, Kassidy Lekias, Charlotte 
Yates, Jourdee Hall, Dharmadev Dabhi and Denis Hudec. 

The competition seeks to find the youngest mathematical minds 
in the state. Prizes include an award for the most outstanding 
Year 7, Year 8 and Year 9 student, as well as prizes for the best 
mathematics team. Many Western Australian Universities 
sponsor the awards, along with the Department of Education, 
New Edition Bookshop and Data Analysis Australia.

To train for the competition the students spent many lunchtimes 
in Terms Three and Four so that they would become familiar with 
the challenging maths problems they would face on the day. The 
students had to complete both individual and group questions all 
testing their problem-solving skills.

Here’s an example of one of the questions they faced on Saturday:

“Alice went for a jog. She started running at 7 km/h. Then she 
turned around and ran the same distance again but at 5 km/h, 
because she was tired. Her total time running was 2 hours and 24 
minutes. How many kilometres did she run in that time?”

Congratulations to our team for their dedication and participation 
in this event.

Kirti Lalji
Mathematics

Australian Mathematics Competition
This year, 179 students from the College were chosen to compete 
in the Australian Mathematics Competition on Thursday 1 August. 
This competition is an international event with over 40 countries 
competing for prizes and certificates.   

To achieve a distinction in the Australian Mathematics competition, 
students need to score in the top 20%. Congratulations to the 
following students for achieving a distinction:

Year 7 Joshua Chapman, Henry Phan, Ali Almarshadi, Julia  
Lee, and Zavier Lim

Year 8 Cameron Bywaters, Josiah Godfrey, Kira 
Konstantinos, Ethan Cangemi and Katrina Vu

Year 9 Daniel Toth, Dhrumin Patel, Jai Fanelli, Jordan Taddei, 
Chloe Moraru, Owen Answll, Neha Bhudia,  
Lorelei-mishka Santios, Tejal Varsani, Dhairya Bhagat, 
Sienna Bailey, Matthew Keedy, Loris Koknaris and 
Devi Patel

Year 10 Gwen Lau, Jaxon Broad, Cooper Riccadonna, Isaac 
Fuda, Anna Tran, Dev Shah, Vincent Holman, Derren 
Lim, Prit Patel and Evan Vincent

Year 11 Hazem Kanawati, Zac Beames, Rhianna Kara and 
Jordan Mcphee

Year 12 Syed Haider, Jayden Doan and Charlize Thornton-Elliot

To achieve a high distinction in the Australian Mathematics 
competition, students need to score in the top 5% of their year 
level.  Congratulations to Chloe and Andrew in Year 7 for achieving 
this outstanding award.  

The Best In School Award goes to the student for achieving the 
best overall score. Of the 179 students who took part in the 
competition, Andrew in Year 7 was awarded the Best In School. 
Well done Andrew.

Congratulations to all the students who participated in the 
Australian Mathematics competition and I look forward to next 
year’s results.

Adam Rains
Head of Learning Area - Mathematics
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Humanities and Social Science

Year 11 Geography – Swan Valley Excursion
Early in Term Three, on a sunny August day, the Year 11 ATAR 
Geography students ventured to the Swan Valley to visit 
Sandalford Winery and its winemaking facilities. As part of the 
second-semester course, students learnt about the global nature 
of wine and how it has spread from the Caucus Mountains in 
Georgia, throughout Europe and now to a truly global commodity. 

Sandalford Winery took the students on a tour of the winery 
which included their fermentation area and the awe-inspiring 
barrel room, home to $2.5 million worth of French oak barrels. It 
was a fantastic day, and the students benefitted from seeing the 
winemaking process up close.

Chris Witt
Head of Learning Area - Humanities and Social Science

Fremantle Excursion

On Thursday 19 September, Year 9 students had the privilege 
of attending an excursion to Fremantle, where they had the 
opportunity to explore the site and stories of Fremantle Prison 
and meet real veterans that guided their tour through the WA 
Army museum.

Fremantle Prison is WA’s only world heritage listed site, and 
students were able to see the living conditions of the Swan 
colony’s convicts and more modern prisoners, both of which had 
no access to flushing toilets! Between the prison and the army 
museum, students enjoyed a picnic lunch at the Esplanade Park.

The WA Army Museum included a tour through a replica trench 
from World War One, and war stories from veterans of various 
conflicts that Australia fought in. Students also saw relics from 
battle, such as uniforms, weapons and medals.

Chris Witt
Head of Learning Area - Humanities and Social Science

Year 7 Water Corporation Incursion
As part of their geography studies, the Year 7 cohort attended 
an incursion conducted by the Water Corporation on Perth’s 
water supply in Term Three. During the incursion, students were 
able to discover how water is sourced, treated and delivered to 
Perth homes. The Year 7 cohort found the incursion particularly 
educational, finding out that desalination is the source of half 
Perth’s water and that water can actually be too clean.  

The Year 7 cohort enjoyed the incursion immensely, particularly 
the interactive element which allowed each student to vote in a 
questionnaire using a clicker provided by the Water Corporation.  

Ms Haluszczak and Mr Davies
Humanities and Social Sciences

2019 Mock Law Trials 
Throughout the year, Ashdale Secondary College competed 
against schools across WA as part of the Law Society of Western 
Australia’s Annual Mock Trial Competition. Two teams of keen 
Year 10 students worked with industry professionals to prepare a 
legal case, representing a variety of ‘clients’ including a defamed 
teacher, a falsely accused artist and the State of Western Australia. 

The Mock Trial Competition provides an immersive and dynamic 
experience for students to enhance their understanding of our 
legal system and provides opportunities for students to explore 
career pathways through mentorship and networking. 

Students interested in joining the Ashdale SC Mock Law Program 
in 2020 are encouraged to apply early as spaces and teams are 
limited. See the HaSS office for more details. 

Tara Hill
Humanities and Social Science

Dhyan Patel, Year 10

2019 was the first year I participated 
in the Mock Law Competition. It was 

extremely realistic to an actual trial and 
helped me pick the subjects I’ll be taking 
in Year 11, as well as what I want to do 
for my career. I met new people who I 

wouldn’t usually talk to.
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Herdsman Lake Wildlife Centre Excursion
On Wednesday 12 June, Year 8 HASS students visited the 
Herdsman Lake Wildlife Centre. During this excursion, students 
completed the “Nyungar Know How” interactive tour, where 
students were privileged to meet and learn from Indigenous 
elder Neville and his two grandsons Anthony and Jacob. 
Students gained an understanding of traditional Indigenous 
land use; learning about bush medicine, spear throwing and 
traditional Indigenous rock painting. Students also participated 
in a traditional Indigenous ‘smoking ceremony’ where they 
were ‘Welcomed to Country’. 

Furthermore, students gained an understanding of Indigenous 
culture, language and vital Indigenous tools and items such 
as the messaging stick. It was fantastic to see the students 
both engage with Indigenous culture and gain some invaluable 
knowledge of traditional Indigenous land use.  

Chris Witt
Head of Learning Area - Humanities and Social Science

2019 Constitutional Convention
In Term Three on Wednesday 4 September, the Year 11 ATAR 
Politics and Law class actively participated in the 2019 Western 
Australian Schools’ Constitutional Convention. 

The purpose of the convention is to engage students in topical 
human rights issues through several workshops designed to 
enrich their understanding of the protection of how human 
rights in Australia and the issues that surround them. 

Students worked with peers from over a dozen different schools 
across the state to examine whether or not Australia needs a 
Bill of Rights. Students discussed the extent to which different 
human rights are upheld in Australia, using contemporary case 
studies to support their arguments. Students also developed 
communique expressing proposed solutions that could address 
human rights issues that exist in Australia.

Speaking publicly in front of over 80 audience members about 
human rights issues that face Australia today is no small task, 
and the students of Ashdale Secondary College accepted this 
challenge with great enthusiasm and accomplishment. 

Chris Witt
Head of Learning Area - Humanities and Social Science

Smart Start Incursion
As part of the Year 7-10 economics course, several HASS classes 
enjoyed the excellent ‘Smart Start’ financial literacy incursion 
provided by the Commonwealth Bank in Term Two. The sessions 
on making financial choices and smart saving habits were 
engaging and informative. Financial literacy is such an important 
life skill for our students and it was fantastic to see them so 
interested in the topic.

Chris Witt
Head of Learning Area - Humanities and Social Science

Year 9 Canberra Tour
We are lucky enough to be part of the Year 9 2019 Canberra Tour. We arrived at Canberra Park to 
welcoming and friendly staff who showed us to our rooms with a big common area in the middle 
where we have been watching movies, playing games and having daily meetings. 

On Monday 2 December, we all dressed in our formal ASC uniforms and visited Parliament House. 
Although only six degrees outside, we got a fantastic view of Anzac Parade and the surrounding 
hills. Inside Parliament House, our guide gave us a tour of the Parliament, including, the House of 
Representatives, the Senate and the portraits of former Prime Ministers. Afterwards, we performed a role-play of a bill being passed 
through the House of Representatives, which was not only a good learning experience but also lots of fun. We then went to meet our 
local member for Cowan, Dr Anne Aly. Not only was she lots of fun to talk to, but she also gave us some inside information on her job 
as an MP and gave us some advice for our futures. 

In the afternoon, we went for a drive through the Embassy and Lodge district and got to see lots of different countries’ embassies and 
high commissions as well as seeing the Prime Minister’s house in Canberra. Government House was next up, where we got to visit 
the Governor General’s house and got the opportunity to explore his 54 acres of beautiful gardens, seeing his Rolls Royce, handmade 
jewellery cabinet and more - an excellent experience for us all. We then went to the Australian War Memorial, where we were taken 
on a guided tour through the artefacts from WW1 and learnt about the personal stories about the soldiers who fought to protect our 
country. The Last Post ceremony was held afterwards where William Lintner and Aimee Parker laid a wreath on behalf of Ashdale 
Secondary College. Not only has this trip been very informative, but it has also been filled with once in a lifetime opportunities and 
has been very enjoyable and lots of fun. We have made new friendships with people that we would never have thought of without 
this trip. We are looking forward to visiting many more exciting places over the next few days and creating more memories.

This tour of our nation’s capital has been made possible with the help of the Parliament and Civics Education Rebate Programme. We 
have been able to participate in these excellent educational programmes that have focused on Australia’s history, culture, heritage 
and democracy with the help of the funding we will receive. The Australian Government recognises the importance of all young 
Australians being able to visit the national capital as part of their Civics and Citizenship education. To assist families in meeting the cost 
of the excursion, the Australian Government is contributing funding of $310 per student under the Parliament and Civics Education 
Rebate program towards those costs. The rebate is paid directly to the school upon completion of the excursion. 

Katie Fabricius and Kushnaaz Bhangu
on behalf of the 2019 Canberra Tour students
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Information & Communication Technology

Design Photography Excursion
Year 11 and 12 Design Photography ventured into the city and 
Northbridge to learn about street photography, architecture 
photography and nature photography. Our tour guide, Adie from 
Oh Hey WA in the Urban Orchard led us on a street art tour 
through the laneways and back alleys of the CBD. Adie shared her 
expertise about the differences between graffiti, commissions 
and public art as students practised using DSLR cameras to 
capture different camera angles and shot types. We were also 
lucky enough to have a private tour through PICA and snap some 
exciting shots of two exhibitions on display! 

Deborah Yates
Photography Teacher

Home Economics

Hospitality Students work well under 
pressure
At several points in the year our Year 11 Hospitality and Year 
10 Food students support the Home Economics staff to 
professionally cater for many events at the College while gaining 
valuable experience to use beyond their time at the College. 
Students learn how to plan and provide for a range of functions 
including cooking, serving and food presentation.

With guidance and supervision from Home Economics staff, we 
have students involved with many College functions including 
the Year 12 Graduation Breakfast, Year 12 Graduation Evening, 
The Biggest Morning Tea and The ASC Collective Art Exhibition 
opening night.

Donna Brigden
Teacher in Charge – Home Economics

Robocup 2019
The RoboCup 2019 WA State Event was an epic two-day event 
held hosted by Scitech at Curtin Stadium. This year, a group of our 
Year 7 and 8 STEM and Creative Technologies students attended. 
Due to students’ enthusiasm to learn lego robotics, next year will 
offer this option to our Approved Specialist Program students.

Shaloni Naik 
Creative Technologies Institute Coordinator

Baking the world a better place
Year 9 students from Mrs Brigden, Ms Piano, Mrs Preston and 
Mrs Russo’s Food classes explored “Food for Celebrations” as 
part of their studies in Semester Two. There was a fantastic array 
of beautiful and creative cakes to admire from 144 students. It 
seems we have very skilled bakers and decorators at Ashdale 
Secondary College.

Brianna Robinson-Esparon
Home Economics Teacher

NCSS Challenge
Students in Years 7 - 10 were engaged in the National Computer 
Science School for the first five weeks of Term Three. The NCSS 
Challenge is a programming competition open to all school 
students and teachers. Students and teachers engaged in all 
levels from beginners, and for the first time championship level.

Four students from Year 9 and two from Year 10 have been 
tackling the advanced competition and entering their Artificial 
Intelligence programs into the championship games. Ashdale 
students’ programs have consistently ranked in the top 100 of all 
programs in the competition.

Shaloni Naik
Creative Technologies Institute Coordinator
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Dance United WA Dance Festival

On Monday 24 June in Term Two, a number of the College’s 
Dance Enrichment students attended the Dance United event. 
This event is a platform where secondary schools showcase their 
dance work and in doing so, satisfy some of the associated Arts 
Learning Area outcomes and assessments. 

Dance United WA is a supportive, collaborative and inclusive 
environment, for both teachers and students alike. The 
presentation evening aims to promote dance in schools and to 
allow students to showcase their creative work and perform in a 
professional theatre.

Ashdale SC, together with several schools around Perth’s 
Metropolitan area showcased many dances on stage at 
St Stephens School, Duncraig. Three groups from the 
College’s Dance Enrichment Program performed their original 
compositions, as part of their assessment and in preparation for 
Arts’ Night the following night. As always they did a fantastic job, 
behaved beautifully and were an absolute testament to Ashdale 
Secondary College.

The following students were involved in the Dance United festival:

Jessica Femia, Larissa Teav, Susan Fahnbulleh, Giordana Loriso, 
Grace Bromlewe and Taylah Cucel all choreographed a Jazz item 
set in a classroom with a teacher and her students. Susan’s solo 
wowed the audience and their sassy personas were a hit with 
everyone.

Kassidy Lekias, Jacinta Eastlake, Kanam Joshi, Hayley Van 
Wyk, Paige Austin, Ngoc Du, Katelyn Atkin and Abbie Vincent 
choreographed a unique item merging Hip Hop with Ballet and 
mesmerised the audience with their dance battle-esque storyline 
and trap remix of ‘Dance of the Sugarplum Fairies’ from the well-
known Nutcracker.

Kayla Hunter, Kaylah Brotherton, Emma Beaman, Sophie Anti, 
Catelyn Broad and Georgia Niblett’s Lyrical/Contemporary 
composition to ‘Not About Angels’ by Birdy was well-received, 
with their angelic white flowing costumes and their emotive 
story about a girl surrounded by angels.

Chantal Rodrigues 
Teacher of The Arts and English

The Arts

High School Musical Production

In Term Three, over 50 students from Years 7-12 performed in our 
2019 College musical Disney’s High School Musical on Stage. 
These students rehearsed for over six months every Monday and 
Thursday for two hours, as well as some Sundays for four hours, 
ensuring that they were ready for opening night. 

The entire cast and crew spent three days at Kerem Adventure 
Camp in Bullsbrook rehearsing and cast bonding in July, where 
we had intense rehearsals in blocking, music and choreography.

The show season was almost sold out with positive reviews 
from the audience who came and saw the production. All of the 
hard work and dedication from the cast and Arts staff (production 
crew) paid off. There was a lot of assistance from the gardeners 
Garry Reid and Chris Mason in set construction alongside my 
Certificate II Creative Industries (Live Production Focus) class 

who designed the sets, lighting, sound, props and costumes. 
Without their help designing the show, I could not have produced 
such a quality production.

Thank you to Mrs Marisa Hobbs, Miss Isabonn Thompson 
and Ms Chantal Rodrigues for all their hard work with Music, 
Choreography and assisting with the direction of the show. 

Lastly, I would like to thank and congratulate the cast and 
backstage crew for being so talented and hard-working. It is this 
enthusiasm and dedication that keeps me coming to work and 
doing what I do for our Arts students. It has been a pleasure 
working on this production, and we look forward to the next one 
in 2021.

Terry Pirlo
Head of Learning Area - The Arts 

Semester One Performing Arts Night

On Tuesday 25 June, the Arts department held their Semester 
One Performing Arts Night, which was full of Dance and Drama 
performances. This event is a celebration of the beautiful works 
the teachers here at the College do every day with our Arts 
students. We all work very hard to engage our students and 
foster their talents within all disciplines. The evening was a fun 
celebration and the chance for our talented students to show 
their parents and the College community what they have been 
learning during Semester One. The students had a great time and 
loved the experience of performing in front of a large audience. 

Terry Pirlo 
Head of Learning Area - The Arts
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This piece by Jennifer Muth won Principal’s Award.
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The ASC COLLECTIVE Art Exhibition

The launch of the annual COLLECTIVE art exhibition took place on Monday 9 
December with Margaret Quirk MLA officially opening the event. Yet again, the 
standard of student work was excellent and showed the level of commitment from 
students and staff. . This year much of the artwork has cross-curricular links relating 
to STEM, HaSS and Dance. Student work was available for sale with some pieces 
purchased on opening night. 
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Young Originals
Three Ashdale SC students had their work on display at this year’s 
Young Originals at Gallery 25 at Edith Cowan University (ECU), 
Mount Lawley. The exhibition celebrates visual arts programs 
delivered across Western Australian public schools and the 
talents of our young artists. This year, the show received almost 
210 entries, with 70 pieces chosen for display.

Chelsea Beach, Year 12 - Chelsea’s drawing was entirely done 
using the stippling technique. Stippling involves placing individual 
dots across the surface in an identifiable pattern, especially when 
viewed from a distance.

Eloiza Penlac, Year 9 - Inspired by contemporary Australian artist 
Danie Mellor, Eloiza uses blue biro and coloured pencil.

Keren Corbel, Year 12 - Keren’s work combined painting and 
embroidery celebrating the beauty of Australian nature.

Congratulations to these students for being part of a professionally 
curated exhibition in a public gallery. 

Mo Iqbal
Teacher - The Arts

St George’s Art 
Keren Cobel won one of five “Highly Commended” awards at 
the St George’s Art Awards Night in July. With 173 works on 
display and only nine awards presented, this is an outstanding 
achievement. Keren’s work combined painting and embroidery 
celebrating the beauty of Australian nature. ATAR Visual Arts 
students Agatha Okon and Dominique Cummings also had their 
Mixed Media Arts work on display. St George’s Art provides a 
brilliant opportunity for secondary schools to present work in the 
unique “gallery” St George’s Cathedral, Perth. We are so proud of 
these students as they gain valuable experience in participating in 
this exhibition, and the catalogue provides a welcome addition to 
their portfolio. Well done Keren, Agatha and Dominique.

Mo Iqbal
Teacher - The Arts

Guitar Innovation at Ashdale SC
This year, students were fortunate enough to participate in an 
after-school guitar building and maintenance program with 
Mr Wilkie and Mr Baker. Previously the College had only one 
functional electric guitar. We aimed to fix this situation by teaching 
the students to service, maintain and build guitars. We now 
have six functional electric guitars and have created a dedicated 
maintenance and service station within the Music Department. 
Students finished building seven more electric guitars in Term 
Four. In collaboration with Design & Technology, the students 
gained the following skills; sanding, finishing, assessing guitars 
for maintenance, carrying out maintenance, wiring and soldering. 

Tyson Wilkie
Teacher of Music, Science & Japanese Language

Cluster Muster
The annual Cluster Muster was held on Thursday 27 June. It is a 
performing arts presentation from the Ashdale Cluster schools 
showcasing the Visual and Performing Arts (Dance, Drama and 
Music) talents from the students within these schools. The Cluster 
Muster gives the cluster the opportunity to showcase the hard 
work being taught and produced within the classrooms. It also 
allows students the opportunity to perform in front of an audience 
in a theatre setting, with a stage, proper lighting and costumes. 
This year saw approximately 300 students perform within the 
cluster. Congratulations to all of the amazing performers and Arts 
staff involved and we look forward to Cluster Muster 2020. 

Terry Pirlo 
Head of Learning Area - The Arts
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Athletics Carnival

On 5 April, Ashdale Secondary College hosted its Athletics Carnival where students represent their House in a variety of individual, 
team and novelty events. The events offered on the day consisted of track (100m, 200m, 400m, 800m, 4x100m relays), field events 
(shot put, discus, high jump, long jump, javelin throwing and triple jump), team events (leader ball, tunnel ball and Under/Over), and 
a combination of wet and dry novelty activities.  The following students performed exceptionally well and achieved Champion and 
Runner-Up Champion awards:

Champion Boy Runner-Up Champion Boy Champion Girl Runner-Up Champion Girl

Year 7 Kothari Ayush Tobin Eddison Alani Naylor Imogen Pizzi

Year 8 Jason Oliver Alex Grassenis Kayla Hunter Susan Fahnbulleh

Year 9 Benedict Muhirwa Kushal Poudel Madison Blumenfeld Kaila Farano

Year 10 Jacob Lockhart Tye Desmond Shanique Bamaga Keeva Wasson

Year 11 Jacob Marks Connor Morgan Tayah Rigby Laura Polozani

Year 12 Bryce Willis-Cunningham Jye Edwards-Tilby Leeanna Bamaga Tiara Harper

Students are to be commended on their performance and participation throughout the day.  Thank you to Ashdale Secondary College 
staff for their ongoing support of such a fantastic event. 

Bianca Romagnolo
Head of Learning Area – Health & Physical Education

Health & Physical Education



Ashdale Secondary College   Achieving a Positive Future36 37Ashdale Secondary College   Annual Newsletter 2019

2019 Interschool Athletics Carnival
On Monday 21 October over 90 students in Ashdale’s 2019 Interschool Athletics Team travelled 
to the WA Athletics Stadium to compete against eight other schools from across Perth. The 
team had trained hard with many dedicated athletes attending three to four after school 
sessions a week held by the Phys Ed team.  

Having placed second last year and moving up to C Division, the competition for the day proved 
very tough. Several students beat personal bests and placed in the top three for their event, 
which was an excellent achievement. For the second year in a row, Austin Chapman won 
Champion Boy for his age group and scored the second-highest points earned by an individual 
champion.

Overall, the students showed a great deal of determination, athleticism and teamwork. We’re 
all looking forward to building on our success and coming back next year.

Lauren Johnston
Health & Physical Education Teacher

Netball Academy
What an incredible year 2019 has been for the Ashdale Secondary 
College Netball Academy.

Throughout the year, the Netball Academy students have worked 
tirelessly in their training sessions, participated in several 
excursions and camps and competed in nail-biting games.

Year 7 students started off the year going to the beach for team-
building games and getting to know each other and their teacher. 
The Year 8 students went to a professional netball game to 
support Fever and watch elite athletes play.  The Year 9 class had 
an overnight camp in Coogee, versing several netball specialist 
schools throughout the two days and playing a game of beach 
netball in the rain. 

The Year 8 group were hugely successful, making it to the 
Fremantle School Sport WA finals day, versing some of the best 
school in WA and showing just how skilful they are.

Miss English and Miss Johnston have enjoyed challenging the 
netball students and watching their skills continue to grow 
throughout the year. They cannot wait to work with these 
students again in 2020.

Jaime English
Netball Coordinator 

Soccer Academy 
Well, 2019 is coming to an end, and what a busy year it has been. 
Term One started with the annual Futsal soccer tournament with 
six teams competing between Years 7 - 11. The boys and girls 
enjoyed the day out competing against schools from around the 
state.

During Term Two, we were involved in our lightning carnivals. 
These days are quite competitive, but it gives students outside 
the academies the opportunity to have fun and compete with 
their mates.

In Terms Two and Three, we were involved in the School Sport WA 
inter-school competition. Each team qualified for the knockout 
stage, but unfortunately, none of the teams collected any 
silverware. We will try again in 2020.

The year 2020 is not far away, and we are looking forward to 
another fun and successful time on and off the training field. We 
look forward to the Singapore tour and the lifetime memories it 
will create. 

Good luck in the new year.

John Carbone
Soccer Coordinator

Lightning Carnivals
Another year has gone, and Ashdale Secondary College students 
have done a fantastic job in representing the College at the Years 
7 to 10 Northern Districts Winter Lightning Carnivals. Between 
May and July, students travelled with members of their cohort to 
participate in a full day of games in the following sports: Soccer, 
AFL, Volleyball, Hockey, Netball and Basketball. These carnivals 
are a great way for students to socialise with their peers, display 
skill and tactics in their chosen sport and above all, have fun! 
Some of our most successful teams across all cohorts include 
our Basketball, AFL, Netball and Soccer; with some teams going 
unbeaten for the whole day. Across the four carnivals, students 
represented the College with pride, high level of sportsmanship, 
a competitive attitude and fantastic respect for other students. 
Thank you to all student helpers and Physical Education staff for 
making these carnivals possible, bring on 2020!

Ben Hangan
Health & Physical Education Teacher
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Try a Trade

In Week 9 of Term Two, fourteen Year 9 and 10 students attended 
a Try A Trade event held at North Metro TAFE (Balga Campus). 
The event was funded by the Construction Training Fund (CTF) 
with qualified NMTAFE Lecturers (ex-tradesmen) from various 
TAFE departments (Plastering, Tiling and Bricklaying) teaching 
the students a basic range of building and construction essential 
skills. Skills included levelling and finding plumb, Hawk and Trowel 
techniques, scoring and cutting tiles, grouting, laying a cement 
bed and setting up a brick wall profile. 

Many students correlated maths learnt in the classroom to the 
working world and the need to be precise. Students worked 
exceptionally well together and individually took on board all of 
the knowledge and skills learnt on the day.

Mr Steve Hooper
Workplace Learning Coordinator

VET, WPL & Careers

The Barefoot Money Movement 

From over 2,000 submissions across Australia, Ashdale Secondary 
College was selected as one of five high schools to pilot the 
Barefoot Investor’s Money Movement Program. The financial 
literacy program was developed by Scott Pape, author of The 
Barefoot Investor which has sold 1.6 million copies and is the 
highest selling non-fiction book of the last 20 years in Australia. 
The program aims to revolutionise financial literacy education in 
Australia, providing students with practical lessons, all mapped to 
the Australian curriculum.  

During Term Three, students in Mr Rouda’s Year 9 and 10 Business 
classes were taught topics including how to set up their ‘buckets’ 
(bank accounts) to maximise savings, best practice when 
purchasing their first car, the evils of credit cards, and how to 
supercharge their superannuation. 

These lessons helped set a strong foundation amongst students. 
With money being less visible, and credit readily accessible, these 
students are well equipped to avoid the common mistakes that 
many Australians fall victim to, while also reaping the full benefits 
of earning compound interest from an early age. 

On Monday 4 November, Scott Pape visited the school to see how 
our students had gone with the program.  He observed Mr Rouda 
teaching Lesson 6, which along blending credit cards, and buckets 
being power drilled, also involved students writing a powerful letter 
to their future selves to open at their 10-year reunion. Jess Cleasby, 
the young Perth woman, featured on page 215 of Scott’s Barefoot 
for Families book, also shared her experience of implementing 
the lessons from the program. Her presentation showed students 
just how great the course is in helping you achieve your financial 
dreams. 

Scholarship Success

Rafael Abdalla-Mattioli not only graduated from Ashdale 
Secondary College but also graduated from the inaugural 
scholarship program funded by the Construction Training Fund. He 
has completed a Certificate II Plumbing (Pre App) with MPA Skills 
alongside 312 hours of Work Experience with local plumbers. His 
work ethic, knowledge and skills gained throughout the last two 
years make him a highly competitive potential apprentice.

Launched in January 2018, the new scholarship program had 
192 students enrolled in industry endorsed construction VET 
qualifications  fully funded by the Construction Training Fund and 
designed to produce ‘industry-ready’ graduates. An additional 
cohort of 119 students commenced the program in 2019, which 
was aimed at Year 10s to complete during Year 11 and 12.

The program and its success is an excellent testament to 
the commitment shown by the Construction Training Fund in 
improving employment options for young people across the state 
and increasing the quality of the employment pool the state’s 
construction employers.

Steve Hooper
Workplace Learning Coordinator

Scott Pape was extremely impressed with our students, 
commenting on their exemplary behaviour and the quality of the 
questions they asked him.  Each student received a signed copy of 
his new book to take home as a thank you for their role in piloting 
the course. The College’s involvement as a pilot school for the 
Money Movement Program will help refine the program before its 
official nationwide rollout next year.

Kareem Rouda
Business Teacher 

“Try A Trade” College of Electrical Training

Early in Term Four, seven students from Years 9 and 10 attended 
an Electrical Try A Trade Event at the College of Electrical Training 
in Joondalup. They were taught the maths required to become an 
electrician as well as the basics of wiring lights and switches. Some 
of the work they carried out was at a level normally associated 
with an Apprentice six months into their apprenticeship. 

The pictures show students working in a mock electrical home 
environment. Crystal (Year 10) scored high on an Electrical 
Apptitude Test and passed an interview with the College of 
Electrical Training, and has been accepted into the Colleges 
Pre Apprenticeship Certificate II Electrotechnology Program 
commencing February 2020. This certificate and at least 220 hours 
of work experience will ensure she is leaving school (in 2022) 
ready to join an electrical company on a fulltime Apprenticeship. 

For further information regarding Try A Trade Events and possible 
Certificate courses please visit Careers and WPL Office (Block 3) 
to register your interest.

Mr Steve Hooper
Workplace Learning Coordinator
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In 2019, Literacy and Numeracy continued to be a high priority 
across the College. Staff have worked to incorporate whole-
school literacy and numeracy strategies into their classrooms, 
allowing students to see the importance of these skills in different 
learning areas and real-world experiences – these do not just 
exist in English and Mathematics classes. Students have seen 
the use of measurement in Home Economics and Design and 
Technology; graphing in Science and HASS; ratio proportion in 
The Arts; and collecting and analysing data in Digital Technology. 
Literacy has continued to be embedded in all learning areas, and 
staff have engaged in various tasks to enhance their students’ 
proficiency, including words games in Phys Ed and reading in 
Mentor groups. The practice of daily Silent Reading within the 
Lexile program has continued in English classes in Years 7 to 9.

The conferencing model used at the College for small group 
learning has been extremely impactful this year, with our 
NAPLAN results improving from previous years and having 100% 
achievement in Year 12 OLNA results in Numeracy and Reading 

for the first time since it started in 2012. In 2020, we will start 
again with Year 7 and Year 9 students completing NAPLAN in 
May, and, for those students who need to sit OLNA for Years 
10-12, the assessments will take place in March and September.

It is important for students to keep their minds active over the 
school holidays. Reading newspapers, magazines, novels, or 
any literature that piques interest is a fantastic way to relax and 
enjoy some ‘down-time.’ Working on word and number puzzles is 
another way to keep your ‘head-in-the-game’. If you enjoy sudoku, 
then give killer-sudoku or samurai-sudoku a try.

For the next three years – 2020 – 2023, we will be implementing 
a whole Cluster focus on Reading – looking at reading 
comprehension. We look forward to working with our primary 
schools to further develop their Literacy competencies.

Tracey Rutter  Amanda Kaljee
Numeracy Coordinator  Literacy Coordinator

Literacy & Numeracy

Get Real Experience and Try (GREaT) Nursing and Midwifery Work Experience Program

Reanna (Year 10) was one of the Ashdale SC students fortunate enough to gain a place in the Get Real Experience and Try (GREaT) – 
Nursing and Midwifery Work Experience Program. 

The program is run over five consecutive days’ students rotate through many areas previously not available to school students to find out 
what it’s really like to be a nurse or midwife and what nurses and midwives really do. 

If you are interested in the GREaT Nursing Program visit he Careers and WPL Office (block 3) to register your interest. The program is only 
available to Year 10s with applications open in Term One each year.

Mr Steve Hooper
Workplace Learning Coordinator

It was a fun and educational experience where I went to Royal Perth Hospital with a group 
of eight other girls. We worked on and visited the Plastics, Neurological wards. We escorted 
a few patients to theatre, we had a tour of ER where we learnt what goes on behind the 

scenes. I still really want to do nursing and look forward to a time when I can attend TAFE or 
University to study and follow my passion.

Reanna, Year 10

Ashdale Recycle

Ashdale Recycle is a bicycle recycle club for students. It is held 
before school, lunchtime and after school on Wednesdays. 
Starting in 2018 with funding from the schools Innovation 
Grant then over the Christmas, the College’s P&C funded 
a purpose-built shed to continue the excellent work. Local 
community members have donated bikes with Malaga Cycles 
being very generous in giving spare parts and old bicycles.  
The club aims to teach students basic hands-on bicycle mechanics 
and team-building skills. 

The club aims to teach students basic hands-on bicycle mechanics 
and team-building skills. Ten bikes were completed during the 
Try a Trade Day in Term 4. To date, students have repaired and 
donated 32 bikes (13 in 2018 and 19 this year). Once restored, 
the bicycles are donated local charities who then distribute 
them to young people less fortunate. The bikes have travelled 
to Broome, remote Aboriginal communities throughout WA and 
Mozambique, Africa via Dismantle and Bicycles for Humanity.

Once handed a bicycle, the student must ascertain what 
problems the bike has such as punctures, seized brakes, missing 
parts (derailleurs) or rusty chains. They then commence fixing 
them one by one until they are deemed roadworthy.

The students gain a sense of comradery and pride in completing 
a bike, not to mention learning some valuable skills with tools 
and a basic level of mechanics. They should feel very proud of the 
work they have completed as the young people who ultimately 
receive the donation will massively benefit from owning a bike 
which can positively affect their lives. The club is always happy 
to accept community donations. So don’t put the old bike on the 
verge or to landfill, please contact Steve Hooper on 0457 559 133 
or steven.hooper@education.wa.edu.au.

Steve Hooper
Workplace Learning Coordinator
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Women’s Health Week 
Ashdale Secondary College hosted its first Health and Wellbeing 
week focussing on our female students and staff in September.  
The two most significant barriers for women not maintaining a 
healthy lifestyle are ‘lack of time’ and ‘health not being a priority’. 
Women’s Health Week is the time to do something for your 
health and start making positive changes that can last a lifetime.

On Monday, 200 students and staff took part in a Dance Fit workout 
session in the gym, facilitated by Dan Bullen from Move-Fit, launching 
the week. Then on Wednesday, the focus shifted to staff wellbeing. 
We celebrated Blue shirt/nail Wednesday, where colleagues wore 
blue to reduce the stigma associated with mental health. Female staff 
members were then treated to high tea in the staffroom focussing 
on how we can Act Belong Commit to staying mentally healthy. 

The week closed with our inaugural Young Women’s Health EXPO 
and Symposium. Over 200 girls listened to keynote speaker 
Dana Hooker, AFLW Player, West Coast Eagles, presenting on 
resilience and how she manages all of her commitments and still 
makes time for herself. A Q&A panel followed the presentation  
with representatives from Anglicare Street Connect; Headspace; 
Mentally Healthy School (Act Belong Commit) and M Power Health 
& Fitness. The girls were then able to speak to our presenters 
individually during the short EXPO.

As a result of our continued focus on improving Health &Wellbeing 
for our students, Ashdale Secondary College is inviting interested 
students to be part of Youth Reference Group in 2020. Students 
can contact Sue Diamond, Student Support Coordinator, for more 
information.

Sue Diamond
Student Support Coordinator 

Men’s Health Week

Almost 50% of Australian males experience 
mental illness at some point in their life, and research shows 
that many suffer in silence and do not seek support. On Monday 
24 June, Ashdale Secondary College hosted guest presenters 
to deliver messages to promote accessing support and to 
raise awareness for men’s mental health. This event included 
Robbie Figg from The Happiness Co presenting on mental 
health, and an interactive question and answer panel session 
with representatives from the Happiness Co, Anglicare Street 
Connect, North Metro Drug and Alcohol Service, the Freedom 
Centre, and Headspace.

Overall, students provided positive feedback for the event with 
many staying during lunchtime to discuss these issues with 
the expo presenters. Some of the issues addressed in both the 
presentation and the expo included depression, anxiety, drug and 
alcohol abuse, homelessness, access to support, counselling 
and other services available if a student or someone they know 
experiences these issues. A special mention needs to go to Mrs 
Diamond for her organisation behind the scenes for this event.

Andrew Wright 
Program Coordinator

Health & Wellbeing

Student Support

Our Very Own Breakfast Club
In Term Two, Ashdale Secondary College launched its Breakfast Club. Thanks, in part, to the generous support of Brumbies Darch and 
Wanneroo Uniforms, we were able to provide free breakfast in cosy surroundings for all our students. The Club ran from 8 am - 8.30 am 
every morning and had a variety of foodstuffs available for students to help themselves to – Milo, hot chocolate, fruit juice, toast with 
a variety of spreads such as butter, jam, honey, cheese and vegemite. There is always plenty of fruit and even tasty sweet surprises 
such as pastries and healthy cupcakes – and it is all free to ensure not a single Ashdale SC student needs to start the day hungry. Also, 
bowls of fruit were made available throughout the day at Student Services for anyone who missed the Breakfast Club!

Then in Term Three, thanks to the generosity of the College’s P&C, the Breakfast Club were able to purchase a fridge and a freezer 
to store their food and drinks. Therefore, we offered chilled fruit juice and milk in the morning, extended life for much of the fruit and 
bakery products.  As the heat began to rise in November, we introduced Super Summer Smoothies! With a wide range of different, 
healthy drinks containing plenty of fresh fruit and fruit juice as well as milk and oats, the students can start the day a healthy way. Many 
staff give up their mornings to come and make sure everything runs smoothly, and this is another example of how wonderful a College 
we have.

Niall Mulligan 
Senior Teacher, Humanities and Social Sciences

Lunchtime Clubs and Activities
Ashdale Secondary College has a strong focus on supporting student wellbeing and providing opportunities for students to do exciting 
things. The number of clubs and activities that ran during lunchtime grew throughout the year with student voice allowing students 
a say in the types of clubs made available. There was something on offer each day of the week. Participation was excellent – and the 
College is always open to new club ideas from our students!  

Stephen Pountney 
Deputy Principal
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Student Achievements

Chelsea Calder
Chelsea Calder won a silver medal at the National Taekwondo 
Championships on the Gold Coast in September. There were five 
girls in her age and weight range. Chelsea’s first fight was against 
a 17-year-old where she won 45-28. Her second fight also against 
a 17-year-old yet won again 18-7. It was in her third fight she lost to 
the reigning Australian champion 25-9. Congratulations Chelsea!

Dawson George, Rhys Kelly and Charlotte Yates
Year 8 students Dawson, Rhys and Kelly competed in the 
Intermediate League Baseball World Series in California, USA 
early August 2019. Australia, while not a baseball powerhouse, 
played well and represented their country with pride.

Jacob Santich
Jacob, Year 9 represented Australia in the Junior League World 
Series in Taylor, Michigan USA. The tournament hosts 12 teams 
from 7 different nations with six teams from USA region in one 
bracket and six teams forming the international bracket; these 
include Australia, Asia Pacific, Canada, Europe Africa, Latin 
America and Peurto Rico.

These 12 teams earned the right to compete through state and 
national tournaments which began with 1500 teams worldwide. 
Australia ended the tournament in seventh position with two 
wins and two losses. It was a fantastic experience for all players 
to compete on an international stage against the best players 
from around the world. Well done Jacob!

Amber Scorer
Amber, Year 8 participated in the State Synchronised Ice Skating 
Championships at Cockburn Ice Arena in October. Team Auro from 
Perth Ice Allstars did amazingly well and received a silver medal 
in their category. Amber has been selected as a representative 
of the Perth Ice Allstars Synchronised Skating Teams to compete 
at the upcoming 2019 Australian Figure Skating Championships 
in Melbourne. 

Selma Halilovic
Selma, Year 8 competed in the Tashkent 2019 World Taekwondo 
Cadet Championship for cadets in Uzbekistan in August. What a 
fantastic experience to not only represent Australia but one to 
cherish for a lifetime.

Raz Abdullah
After attending the 2019 Western Australian Schools Constitutional 
Convention, Raz was chosen from a group of 200 like-minded 
students from 23 schools across WA to attend the 2020 National 
Schools’ Constitutional Convention in Canberra. While in 
Canberra, Raz will be working with approximately 120 students 
chosen from government, independent, and Catholic schools 
across Australia to deliver a communique that will be presented 
to the Senate for inclusion in Hansard, for Parliament to table.

Austin Chapman
Austin, Year 8 competed in the 2019 Australian All Schools 
Championships on 6 December. He placed ninth in his race 
out of 19 but is now ranked #3 in Australia for Under 16 - 200m 
hurdles!  What an amazing achievement for Austin! Pictured 
above competing at the InterSchool Athetlics Carnival held on 28 
October. 
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The Parent & Citizen Association is open to all parents and 
guardians of students attending the College and citizens within 
the school community. The P&C promotes the interests of the 
school by bringing parents, citizens, students and teaching staff 
into close co-operation to raise funds to provide facilities and 
equipment for the College.

This year the P&C Association has funded the following programs, 
many of which would not have been possible without their 
dedicated support;

STEM Graduation Camp (2018)          $1,472.72

Uniforms and Banners for Interschool Carnival       $2,739.09

Scholastic Lexile Literacy Books         $1,153.41

Education Perfect Science Subscription  $5,000.00

Green Team Uniforms                         $454.55

National History Competition               $909.09

Bike Shed & parts                                $7,504.55

Lego Club kits                                      $817.21

Vinyl Printer & Cutter                           $6,000.00

Rock Sets & Techtronics                     $1,993.95

Display Boards                                     $2,990.50

Barista Coffee Machine                       $4,000.00

Picture Frames                                    $780.00

Breakfast Club Fridge/Freezer            $2,280.00

Year 12 Graduation Award Donation  $50.00

Total                                                     $37,365.07

P&C Association

Updating Medical Information

It is imperative that parents notify the College if there is a change 
in your child’s medical circumstances. By keeping the College 
informed we can then develop a medical plan and implement 
strategies to support your child whilst on campus. Informing staff 
of your child’s medical condition and having a streamlined response 
to a medical emergency can sometimes be the difference between 
life and death. If there has been a change can parents please contact 
the Front Office on 9302 7100. 

Attendance
Although the College is pleased with our current attendance levels 
there is always room for improvement. Students should only be 
absent for medical reasons and all non vital absences should 
be avoided. This does include family holidays as they impede 
a student’s academic progress. Parents need to communicate 
absences via SMS on 0409 686 299, email to absentee.ashdale.
sc@education.wa.edu.au or filling in the absentee form on our 
website at ashdalesc.wa.edu.au.

Bike Helmets
A great way for students to exercise daily is to ride their bikes to 
school. A non-negotiable of bike riding is the wearing of helmets. 
Can parents please ensure that students wear a helmet whilst riding 
their bikes to school. Apart from being law, it is about safety and the 
fact that a helmet may save lives in case of an accident. The College 
will be policing the wearing of helmets. Students will not be allowed 
to ride their bikes home if they are not wearing a helmet. Parents will 
be required to come to school with a helmet. To avoid this scenario, 
ensure that your child abides by the Road Safety Act.

Cyber Safety
In this world of social media and transfer of electronic communication, 
the College is aware that cyberbullying may occur. The College is 
vigilant on any bullying that occurs within the school and will act 
upon any situations that arise. To access our detailed ICT, Computer 
Technology and Internet Appropriate Use Policy, along with other 
College policies, please visit our website: 
https://ashdalesc.wa.edu.au/about/policies/

Voluntary Contributions & Compulsory Charges
As we still have outstanding voluntary contributions and 
compulsory charges due, we would appreciate payment to be 
finalised as soon as possible. Thank you to all those parents 
/ guardians whom have made payment toward voluntary 
contribution and compulsory charges.

Debt Collection 2019
The College will again be utilising the services of a debt collection 
agency to recover all unpaid compulsory charges at the end of 
2019.

Payment Instalments for 2019 Subject 
Selection Charges

Instalments are offered when paying for subject selection 
charges. Advance payment of $50 (Yr 9 & 10) and $100  
(Yr 11 & 12) was required upon subject selection in Term Three 
2019. Final payments are due by Thursday 28 February 2019 
(end of Week 4 Term One 2019).  If payment is not received, 
students may be moved to an alternative option.

The following methods of payment are offered:

• Direct Debit - Internet banking: Our bank  
Commonwealth - BSB 066 040 - Account No 19901762

• Cash or EFTPOS in person

• Cheque or Money Order payable to Ashdale Secondary 
College

• Credit card (MasterCard, Visa) made in person, by mail or 
by telephoning 9302 7100

We accept some household budgets can be tight and we offer 
payment plans to suit your needs so that payment can be 
achieved. Please contact the office on 9302 7100 should you 

require further information on this option.

Josephine Pecnik 

Manager Corporate Services

The Connect Portal website is 
a great way for students and 
parents/guardians to access 
course information, homework links, valuable curriculum 
resources and important notices from their student’s teachers. 
Senior School parents/guardians will also be able to track their 
students progress through the publishing of assessment marks.

For parents/guardians to access the Connect Portal, the 
Department of Education requires a consent form to be filled out 
and returned to the College for registration. Once registration is 
complete, parents/guardians will be issued a login and password 
to access the portal. The form can be returned to the College 
front office or emailed to ashdale.sc@education.wa.edu.au. 
Please contact the front office to receive a consent form.  

Connect Parent Portal

Student Health & Wellbeing

SchoolTV is a world first, wellbeing platform featuring Dr Michael 
Carr-Gregg. It addresses the modern day realities faced by schools 
and parents who increasingly need clear, relevant and fact-based 
information around raising safe, happy and resilient young people.

Whilst there is a great deal of information available, this can often 
be confusing and overwhelming for parents looking for guidance. 
SchoolTV addresses this issue. It is an online resource designed 
to empower parents with credible, sound information with realistic 
and practical strategies.

Every month from February to November, a new topic is published 
for you to review. SchoolTV is a free resource for Ashdale SC 
parents and students and can be accessed via our website or 
ashdalesc.wa.schooltv.me. 

SchoolTV

Dr Michael Carr-Gregg

schooltv.me
Today’s parents, as well as schools, face unprecedented 

challenges in raising healthy and resilient kids. SchoolTV is 
a unique online platform providing ongoing guidance and 

realistic strategies from leading experts.
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Classroom Timetable
Note different times on Wednesday

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday:
Period 1: 8.45am  - 9.45am
Period 2: 9.45am - 10.45am
Mentor Group: 10.50am  - 11.05am
Recess: 11.05am  - 11.30am
Period 3: 11.30am  - 12.30pm
Period 4: 12.35pm - 1.35pm
Lunch: 1.35pm - 2.10pm
Period 5: 2.10pm - 3.10pm

Wednesday:

No Mentor Group 
Period 1: 8.45am  - 9.45am
Period 2: 9.45am  - 10.45am
Recess: 10.45am  - 11.05am
Period 3: 11.05am  - 12.05pm
Period 4: 12.05pm  - 1.05pm
Lunch: 1.05pm  - 1.30pm
Period 5: 1.30pm  - 2.30pm

An Independent Public School

75 Westport Parade Darch WA 6065

T: 9302 7100 

E: ashdale.sc@education.wa.edu.au

W: ashdalesc.wa.edu.au

Follow us on Facebook @AshdaleSC“Achieving a Positive Future”

2020 College Dates
Term Dates  
Term 1: Monday 3 February - Thursday 9 April  

Term 2: Tuesday 28 April - Friday 3 July  

Term 3: Monday 20 July - Friday 25 September 

Term 4: Monday 12 October - Thursday 17 December

School Development Days (Pupil Free)
Term 1: Thursday 30 January 

 Friday 31 January 

 Friday 28 February

Term 2: None

Term 3: Monday 20 July

Term 4: Friday 23 October 

 Friday 18 December


