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Excellence of the College in the area of STEM Education. Further 
good news for Ashdale Secondary College came via our Public 
School Review process; this is a process that all government 
schools undertake, we provide evidence of our self-review 
cycles within six domains. The review found that Ashdale SC is 
an exemplary school that is offering an education focussed on 
providing a quality teaching and learning program for all students. 
The full review report is available on the College’s website and 
makes for very satisfying reading.

Late this year our College Board, Cluster Board Chair and College 
Fellow, Emeritus Professor Mark Hackling resigned from his 
position on both Boards so he can focus on travelling during his 
retirement years. Mark has been a key supporter of the College 
and the Cluster for many years, and he will be sorely missed. 
He was an integral part of the creation and implementation of 
the College STEM initiative and through his partnership with 
Edith Cowan University provided ongoing support. Mark’s warm 
and endearing personality will be missed by all that had the 
opportunity to meet and work with him. The College and the 
Cluster wish Mark all the very best for his travels, and we hope 
to see him back at the College for a catch up in between trips 
when he can. I am pleased to announce that the replacement 
for Mark effective 2021 is Mr Ian Brotherton. He is currently the 
Ashdale SC Board Deputy Chair and has stepped in to fill in when 
Mark has been travelling. He is a long-serving member of the 
Board, a parent of an Ashdale SC student and is well known in our 
community; I am sure you would like to join me in congratulating 
and welcoming Ian to the role. We look forward to working with 
him in this capacity next year.

If 2020 has taught us anything, it has been to be grateful for 
what we have, where we live and what is really important in life. 
On behalf of the College I would like to wish you all a safe and 
happy festive season with your families (either near or far). We 
look forward to returning refreshed next year and ready to face 
2021, with whatever it brings, we know as a community we can 
handle whatever comes our way as we will work together. 

Kylie Bottcher
Principal

As Term 4 approaches a close so does another year at the 
College, but what a year it has been. At the start of the year, I was 
making jokes that 2020 was an excellent year for optometrists, 
but it quickly turned into something unexpected.  A global 
pandemic resulting in lockdowns, online learning at home, hand 
sanitiser becoming a new normal and unprecedented being a 
keyword of the year.

We are fortunate to be a part of a community that bands together 
in times like these. Where many still have hurdles to overcome, 
our staff and students proved their resilience countless times 
across the year by adapting to the changing environment. I 
would like to thank our parents/caregivers who were supportive 
when we turned to online learning platforms. I know at times it 
was overwhelming, but as a College we appreciated everyone’s 
patience as we navigated this change.

Whilst this year’s edition of the Ashdale Download might look 
a little different; I am pleased to showcase the many amazing 
activities and successes that were still able to take place. These 
wouldn’t have been possible without the hard work of staff and 
students, the support of the community and the strength of the 
Ashdale Cluster of Schools. 

As the College has continued to grow, we have had several 
new additions around the grounds this year with a total of 
six transportable classrooms added. These included general 
classrooms and purpose-built Science, Home Economics and 
Design and Technology classrooms. The College also worked 
with the Perth Transport Authority and the City of Wanneroo to 
increase student safety. In working in partnership, they approved 
the building of a bus embayment with shelter on Kingsway right 
outside the oval. During these holidays many covered walkways 
will be constructed so that students have coverage from the 
weather’s elements all year round between the bus shelter and 
the College and between several buildings. The new year will 
see a new seating area created between the transportables and 
the gates to Carlingford Avenue will be removed. These are just 
a few of the undertakings that have been completed this year 
through the College’s building and maintenance plan. 

The end of the College year has bought the fabulous news 
that after being finalists in 2016 and 2018 for the Governor’s 
School STEM Awards that Ashdale Secondary College was the 
Secondary winner. This award acknowledges the Leadership 

Message from the Principal



Ashdale Secondary College   Achieving a Positive Future4

Ashdale Secondary College opened its doors to the community 
to showcase student works, artistic talent, student sporting 
abilities and host fun yet educational workshops. The Showcase 
was held on Monday 7 December from 5 pm - 7.30 pm with 
Margaret Quirk MLA formally opening the annual art exhibition at 
5.45 pm in the Galileo Theatre. 

All were welcome to enjoy the various activities around the 
College, including spectacular science shows, story writing 
workshops, a problem-solving amazing race and also an 
international trading game. We also hosted the STEM Cluster 
Cup which saw Madeley Primary School win the cup! 

The College would like to thank staff for putting this outstanding 
event together allowing students the opportunity to showcase 
their work and their commitment to learning. 

Ashdale Showcase
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We held our annual Community Welcome BBQ on Monday 
17 February, with over 400 parents and community members 
attending. Our P&C Committee sizzled up a storm with over 500 
hotdogs being served. This is a great College community event 
to bring students, parents and teachers and staff all together. 
Each Learning Area showcased their learning area displays with 
teachers engaging with parents and allowing them to see first-
hand what amazing curriculum opportunities are provided at 
Ashdale SC.

Hannah James 
Deputy Principal

Community BBQ
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We farewelled our Year 12s in style with a wonderful breakfast 
to start their final school day, followed by a dedicated whole 
school assembly to celebrate and mark their time spent at 
Ashdale Secondary College. Following the assembly, the Year 
11 students and College staff formed a guard of honour to send 
them on their way. 

The Year 12 graduation ceremony was held at HBF Arena in 
Joondalup. Prior to the official ceremony, the students, dressed 
in their graduation gowns, sashes and caps in readiness for the 
ceremony mingled with their families and friends in the pre-
ceremony area.

Two hundred and twenty students received their graduation 
certificates on stage from Principal, Mrs Kylie Bottcher, 
witnessed by their families, VIPs, staff and guests.

A wide variety of community leaders, including Margaret Quirk 
MLA - State Member for Girrawheen and Vinh Nguyen, City of 
Wanneroo Councillor attended the graduation to witness the 
proceedings and present our Year 12s with special awards for 
community involvement, leadership and academic excellence. 
The ASC vocal ensemble entertained us with a song, ‘Rhythm 
of Life’.

All students in the graduating class of 2020 have shown the 
College and the community their values of independence, 
cooperation and respect, which will allow them to find success 
wherever they go in their future. 

I wish all the students of the graduating class of 2020 and their 
families, all the best.

Josh Popp 
Senior School Program Coordinator

Year 12 Graduating Students
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Kayla Nguyen
General DUX

with Dr Julie Boston, Edith Cowan University

Year 12 Graduation Award Winners
ECU Academic Excellence ATAR Dux Award Dylan Zaffino ATAR Economics Dapanee Wongnak

ECU Academic Excellence ATAR Dux Award Hazem Kanawati ATAR Geography Francesco Marsico

General Dux Kayla Nguyen ATAR Politics and Law Uyen Tran

ADF Future Innovators Award Jerome Empeigne Foundation Career and Enterprise Emma Paynter

ADF Long Tan Teamwork Award Dylan Zaffino Certificate II Hospitality Mya Lipscombe

Arts Award Dylan Zaffino GENERAL Children, Family and Community Hannah McCarthy

Ashdale Ambassador Award Raz Abdullah GENERAL Food Science & Technology Kayla Nguyen

Caltex Best All Rounder Award Connor Morgan ATAR Applied Information Technology Zac Beames

City of Wanneroo Citizenship Award Lucy Nguyen Certificate II Information, Digital Media & Technology Zakaria Alexander

City of Wanneroo Citizenship Award Jamie Wedgwood GENERAL Applied Information Technology Michael Ellen

Engineers Australia Certificate of Excellence Hazem Kanawati GENERAL Design Photography Dapanee Wongnak

Future Leaders Award Rhianna Kara ATAR Mathematics Application Meagan Locke

Law Society of WA Certificate of Excellence Uyen Tran ATAR Mathematics Methods Hazem Kanawati

Nikola Tesla Science Award Dylan Zaffino ATAR Mathematics Specialist Hazem Kanawati

NMERO Commitment to Excellence Award Dylan Zaffino GENERAL Mathematics Essentials Kayla Nguyen

P&C Endeavour Award Hazem Kanawati Foundation Mathematics Marko Stojceski

Politics Award Isabelle Tomich ATAR Physical Education Studies Connor Morgan

Sportsperson Award - Female Kelsey Hazzard Certificate II Sport & Recreation Ashleigh Woods

Sportsperson Award - Male Jamie Wedgwood GENERAL Outdoor Education Jamie Wedgwood

Stan Perron Award Nour Baydoun GENERAL Physical Education Studies Kelsey Hazzard

Technology Award Zac Beames ATAR Biology Dylan Zaffino

Certificate II Business Courtney Cordwell ATAR Chemistry Dylan Zaffino

Certificate III Business Serveta Abazi ATAR Earth & Environmental Science Antonella Raschilla

GENERAL Business Management & Enterprise Alexander Mola ATAR Human Biology Dylan Zaffino

Certificate II Engineering Zac Beames ATAR Physics Lachlan Donoghue

GENERAL Engineering Studies Jerome Empeigne ATAR Psychology Marium Jamshed

GENERAL Materials, Design & Technology (Metal) Jerome Empeigne GENERAL Human Biology Caitlin Jones

GENERAL Materials, Design & Technology (Wood) Bryan Huynh GENERAL Psychology Nandni Gondariya

ATAR English Meagan Locke ATAR Visual Arts Uyen Tran

GENERAL English Dhiya Gorasia Certificate II Music Industry Dylan Zaffino

Foundation English Riana Marie GENERAL Drama Rebecca Giglia

GENERAL Career & Enterprise Serveta Abazi GENERAL Visual Arts Bryan Huynh

Dylan Zaffino and Hazem Kanawati
ATAR DUX

with Dr Julie Boston, Edith Cowan University
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Each year we speak about how much we looked forward to the 
Ball, but I guess in these unprecedented times we were doubly 
excited to get there. Never could we have imagined that three 
days out from the Ball it would be cancelled. I say cancelled 
because we believed we would be in lockdown for many, many 
months, so the fact that we were able to postpone, albeit twice, 
is genuinely something to be grateful for.

We began this journey with the theme of the Great Gatsby and 
the Roaring 20s, a decade that had witnessed unprecedented 
economic growth and prosperity. Consumer culture flourished, 
with ever more significant numbers of people purchasing 
automobiles, electrical appliances, and other widely available 
consumer products. Gender roles, hairstyles, and dress all 
changed profoundly during the 1920s as well.

Fast forward 100 years and little did we know that the year 
2020 would hold as much, if not more historical significance 
but for entirely different reasons. I am not going to dwell on 
the significant negative impacts COVID-19 has brought upon us 
globally, but rather focus on how it has taught us gratitude.

So… it took a long time in coming, but we were so happy to finally 
celebrate the Ashdale Secondary College 2020 College Ball!

Nikki Pullella 
Year 12 Coordinator

Year 12 Ball
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Student Leadership Team

Student Leadership at Ashdale SC has grown again this year to 
include the students from the Mentor program. It is now made up 
of two main pillars of support: Student Leaders, Mentor and Lead 
Mentor Captains. The increase of leadership roles in the College 
focuses on providing students with the ability to represent the 
College in the community and have a voice to affect change to 
support the improvement of the College for all. 

This year has not been like any other for those in the Student 
Leadership Team, and while some events had to be cancelled, 
we were fortunate there were still many different opportunities 
available to Student Leaders. Our Leaders played an essential 
part in researching and selecting a new charity for the school, 
attended various meetings and events greeting guest speakers, 
visiting dignitaries, and community events. They planned and 
delivered a record-breaking Fundraising Week, presented at 
assemblies, and reflected from a student’s perspective during 
the Public School Review.   

It has been pleasing to see students embrace their new and 
existing leadership roles. The skills they are developing, not only 
benefit their personal growth but also enable them to use these 
experiences to make them competitive candidates when applying 
for different positions both within and outside of the College. This 
was particularly evident in our interviews for the 2021 Student 
Leaders, resulting in two Lead Captains applying and being the 
successful applicants for Student Leader roles for 2021. 

As we reflect on this year, it would be remiss of us not to 
highlight how extraordinary our Leadership Team has been in the 
face of many challenges. While Australia may have voted for the 
word of the year to be ‘iso’, for our Student Leaders, the word 
must surely be ‘resilience’. Our Leaders have demonstrated what 
flexible, innovative, creative, caring, determined, supportive, and 
genuinely resilient individuals they are, and it has been an honour 
to work alongside them and support them as they grow into the 
leaders of the future.   

After such a challenging year, we would like to take this opportunity 
to wish everyone a safe and happy break. We have renewed 
excitement for the year to come and look forward to seeing the 
positive future that will be next year’s Student Leaders. 

Amy Rowland and Chantelle Laurie 
Student Leadership Coordinators

College Christmas Appeal
In Term 4, the Student Leadership team worked extremely hard to 
promote our Christmas appeal and as a result, were ecstatic with 
the number of donations we received from the College community.

We created posters, notices to staff, students and community 
members as well as advertising tactics such as Facebook. We 
asked people to donate toiletries, canned foods, toys and books. 
The donations were spread between the City of Wanneroo Mayor’s 
Christmas Appeal and the No Limits charity.

On top of this, we also gift-wrapped over sixty boxes for the No 
Limits charity; these will be used to donate essential goods to 
families in need at Christmas. This was our first year working with 
No Limits, and as a team, we were so happy to see how our help 
had made such a positive impact on so many families in need.

Alexia 
Year 9 Student Leader
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Ern Halliday Recreation Camp
On Monday 21 September 2020, the Ashdale Cluster’s Student 
Leaders went to Ern Halliday Recreation Camp, where we learned 
new skills, mainly focusing on our confidence and cooperation 
skills. There were multiple different activities for everyone to 
enjoy. One of the activities was archery, where each team battled 
it out for the most points to win. Another activity was the Crate 
Climb where students were in teams and had to build a tower 
out of crates to reach a ball that was hanging from the ceiling. 
The third and final activity we did was the team building games 
where we had to work together to win. The camp was an excellent 
opportunity to work with students of different ages and to hear all 
of their fantastic ideas.

Nishi, Isabelle & Cameron  
Year 7 Student Leaders

No Limits Week
The Student Leadership team successfully raised over $2,000 for 
the No Limits charity during the fundraising week this year. No 
Limits is a local not-for-profit organisation that helps support the 
less fortunate and vulnerable members of the community. 

Throughout the week, the Student Leaders conducted a range of 
activities, starting with a Kahoot on Monday to test the students’ 
knowledge of the charity itself. On Tuesday, the ‘Staff vs Senior 
School Students’ basketball game took place, and on Thursday 
the ‘Staff vs Junior School Students’ basketball game occurred. 
During both games, a gold coin donation was compulsory if you 
were to participate and requested if you were a spectator. Friday 
was Free Dress Day, where all students were able to dress in 
casual clothing and were asked to donate a gold coin in return. 
A photo booth and bake sale took place at recess that day to 
raise additional money, and the photo booth continued at lunch. 
During lunch, a music concert was held where many students 
were able to showcase their talents. Over the course of the 
week, raffle tickets were sold to students, and the winners were 
announced at lunch after the concert. Prior to this, in Week 9, 
Student Leaders sold raffle tickets to staff members and winners 
were announced during morning tea. 

Mentor Captain
My time as Mentor Captain and Lead Captain this year has been 
one of the most incredible experiences I have had. The positions of 
Mentor Captain and Lead Captain improved both my confidence, 
speaking in front of crowds and my communication skills. The role of 
Mentor Captain and Lead Captain allowed me as a student to have 
a say in how the College is run to try and keep Ashdale as a place 
where the students want to come to and feel comfortable attending. 

I enjoyed working collaboratively with the rest of the Mentor 
Captains to organise events and to talk about ways to improve our 
school for everyone. Working on things like the No Limits week, 
‘Power of 9’ and Book Week was something I enjoyed as Lead 
Captain and Mentor Captain, as at all these events I got to work 
with other Mentor captains and student leaders.  

The ‘Power of 9’ is an amazing program that the Executive Team 
has put in place after receiving feedback from students to help 
keep our College grounds neat and tidy. It has helped the students 
realise how much litter is left lying around our school grounds and 
how this is our responsibility to keep the school grounds free of 
litter. The ‘Power of 9’ is beginning to affect the amount of litter 
lying around our College positively. Since the introduction of the 
program, the litter found around the College has decreased. This 
initiative has also encouraged more students to pick up litter 
around the College or not litter in the first place. I think this is a 
great strategy that Ashdale should continue to use until the point 
where we feel as though it is no longer needed. 

Charlotte 
Year 7 Lead Captain & Mentor Captain

My role during this week was to help manage the bake sale. As 
I was already a student in Ashdale’s hospitality course, it allowed 
me to bake and design the cupcakes that were sold. As a Student 
Leader, I helped to set up, sell and clean up after the event. I 
felt privileged that I was given the opportunity to interact with 
the students at Ashdale when selling the cupcakes. Overall, I 
believe that the event was a huge success, and I am glad that I 
got to give back to the local community. Knowing that I helped 
someone when they could be in a crisis was a highlight of my 
Student Leader journey so far. 

Alissha  
Year 10 Student Leader
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STEM is an integral part of ensuring our students achieve a 
positive future. Ashdale Secondary College and the Ashdale 
Cluster have placed STEM as a priority providing the essential 
future-ready skills of critical thinking, problem-solving, 
creativity, innovation, communication and collaboration 
across all learning areas. The College offers a wide variety 
of STEM subject choices and activities for all students to 
engage and learn. It has been a massive year for all involved 
with even more exciting STEM activities planned for 2021.

Governor’s School STEM Awards
After being finalists in 2016 and 2018 for the Governor’s School 
STEM Awards, Ashdale Secondary College was named the 
Secondary winner. This award acknowledges the Leadership 
Excellence of the College in the area of STEM Education. It is an 
excellent reflection of the work the College has done in STEM 
over the years. Well done to the STEM team for their exceptional 
work and dedication as well as the entire teaching staff. Well 
done Ashdale SC! 

Debbie Yates
STEM Coordinator

Whole School and Cluster STEM

3D Hands
Students in the ICT Approved Specialist Program were busy 
developing exciting projects for the Ashdale Showcase in 
December. This was especially true for Year 9 students Ria 
Mandalia, Yash Vekaria, Olivia Muller and Ana Vladic, who all 
signed up to be part of a groundbreaking initiative to 3D print 
and assemble prosthetic hands for worthy beneficiaries. Working 
in two teams, the students have been watching videos, reading 
tutorials, assembling a prototype, and meeting and taking 
measurements of their two beneficiaries, so the final products 
fit like a glove. It is the first time these free prosthetics have ever 
been manufactured here in Western Australia and within a school. 
While 2020 is something of a trial run, it is hoped that success 
this year will translate to the project becoming an annual event.

Rachel Farnay
Teacher - Information & Communication Technology
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STEM Girls e-High Tea
On Thursday 28 August, our Year 10 girls attended an E-Morning 
Tea. Each student received a cupcake and goodie bag and viewed 
a video presentation of eight women working in STEM or studying 
towards a career in STEM. The inspirational women spoke about 
their careers and provided information on subject selection for 
senior school pathways.

Presenters included: Cherish McNamara - Former US air force 
pilot and instructor, Jess Manea - Engineering at Immersive 
Technologies, Diya Teli (former Ashdale SC Student) - studying 
Medical Science, Claudia Lagos - Astrophysics, Annette Fourie 
- Petroleum Engineering, Brooke Hunter - Physiotherapy, Laxmi 
Dabasia (former Ashdale SC student) - Data Science at Woodside 
and Renee Sayers - Science Communication at the Space Science 
and Technology Centre. 

Thank you to our STEM team for organising this fantastic event 
for our Year 10 girls.

Rachel Farnay
Teacher - Information & Communication Technology

STEM Girls Day Camp
On Saturday 24 October 65 enthusiastic young Year 4 and 5 
girls participated in a day camp to excite them about renewable 
energy. 

The day began with girls cooking s’mores to enjoy at morning 
tea by constructing their own solar oven. This was followed by 
our keynote speaker Margot Hammond from Western Power to 
teach them all about stand-alone power systems. The girls then 
met their industry mentors (14 passionate females from various 
STEM professions). They worked through a series of workshops 
to discover all about wind turbines, circuits, conductors, insulators 
and solar power.

By the afternoon the learning hub became a bustle of creativity as 
the campers applied all they had learnt to build a microgrid power 
LED lights using solar panels and their wind turbines. Problem-
solving, collaboration and creativity skills were demonstrated by 
all to produce spectacular working designs!

The day could not have been a success without our 18 STEM 
student leaders from Year 7, 8 and 11, as well as, 12 staff members 
who volunteered to help on the day. A huge thank you to all involved.

Julie Hughes
STEM Coordinator - Primary

Microsoft’s AI for Good Schools Challenge
ICT Approved Specialist Program students Ana Vladic and Olivia 
Muller won the Western Australian State Finals of Microsoft’s 
AI for Good Schools Challenge. Their unique AI idea ‘Hugs for 
Epilepsy’ beat more than 600 entries received from across the 
state. 

Rachel Farnay
Teacher - Information & Communication Technology
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Virtual and augmented reality at Ashdale SC
Ashdale Secondary College has incorporated virtual and 
augmented reality more into our teaching and learning over 
the last couple of years. 2020 saw an increase in the uptake of 
this technology throughout the College. Ashdale SC purchased 
additional mid-range Oculus headsets and Merge Cubes in 
addition to the HTC Vive and Lenovo Explorer ones already in use.

Some of the uses this year…

Primary School Engagement

• Viewing astronomy apps at our Term 1 STEM Champions 
Astronomy evening.

HASS

• Exploring different cities around the world to understand the 
liveability of places. This has been done in Google Earth and 
Wander.

• Identifying and viewing different geographical features of 
places on Google Earth and through Youtube VR.

Science

• Exploring different systems of the human body through 
Human Anatomy VR.

• Creating molecular structures and systems of organs in 
CoSpaces to be viewed on Oculus Go headsets and using 
Merge Cubes.

STEM

• Designing and producing virtual cities and locations that are 
pandemic resistant in CoSpaces.

Plans are in place for other learning areas to begin using the VR 
equipment in 2021 so watch this space!

Debbie Yates
STEM Program Coordinator 
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Reducing, Reusing and Recycling      

The first Friday afternoon of Term Three saw the College hold its 
inaugural Recycling Day. The event was initiated and organised 
by seven students from the Year 9 and 10 ICT Approved 
Specialist Program with the support of STEM students. It was 
the culmination of the City of Wanneroo’s School Leadership 
program, which aims to build young people’s leadership and 
teamwork skills and empower them to identify issues and 
concerns in their local community with the aim to plan a project 
that looks to create positive and sustainable solutions. 

Our students chose to create a recycling day for the College 
community to promote the reduce, reuse and recycle message. 
The event attracted support from Wanneroo Metal Recycling, 
Good Samaritans and Total Green Recycling. At the same time, 
Bunnings Wangara provided 50 saplings for the first 50 drops offs, 
and TerraCycle accepted the College into its recycling program. 
Students managed to collect two skip bins of metal, four bins of 
plastics and dozens of computing devices. Based on the event’s 
success, the students hope to hold the event annually.

Rachel Farnay  
Teacher - Information & Communication Technology

It Takes a Spark
In November, Year 9 and 10 students attended the It Takes a Spark 
Conference at All Saints College, which had a focus on becoming 
confident and empowering STEM learners.

Science students presented their Nervous System Virtual Reality 
projects very professionally. They demonstrated how to use 
CoSpaces and the Oculus Go goggles, allowing the attendees to 
have a go themselves! This included coding on CoSpaces with an 
underwater scene.

Students studying business delivered an engaging hip-hop 
financial literacy lesson, presenting on the dangers of credit 
cards, buying a first car, and setting up separate bank accounts to 
manage money more effectively.  The students did an exceptional 
job teaching the content and facilitating a hip-hop activity where 
participants summarised what they had learned in a rap.

Our students attended other sessions throughout the day 
including keynote speaker Dr Natasha Hurley-Walker, who shared 
her work on new radio telescopes in outback Western Australia. 
Along with sessions presented by other schools on STEAM – 
Sounds That Electronic Artists Make, the EV Challenge, Designing 
for Global Equity and the Green Lab Challenge. It was an excellent 
day out and opportunity for our students to experience cutting 
edge STEM-based learning.

Renae Jackson, Kareem Rouda and Deborah Yates
Teachers
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Science

To our wonderful Science Students, 

As you reflect on your Science classes in the years to come, it won’t be the tests and exams that you remember from 2020. It will 
be the memories, not only of the online learning challenges COVID-19 presented but also the scintillating incursions, excursions and 
Science experiences you participated in. 

Year 7s had a magical and spooky Harry Potter themed “Potions” Science class as part of their Harry Potter day and made some 
creative Rube Goldberg machines. The Year 7 STEM class were lucky enough to “Skype a Scientist” and engaged in the “Yellow Fish 
Project”.  Year 8s had the rock incursion with Earth Science WA and competed for some delicious Chocolate “Rocks” that we hope 
they didn’t take for ‘granite’. Some fortunate Year 10 students were invited to the “Science Café” where they were lucky enough to rub 
shoulders with a range of experienced Scientists and ask them questions.

Senior School Human Biology students had a range of exciting presentations including guest presenters on IVF and fertility treatment, 
genetic conditions and the new Superlab. Our favourite Human Biology presentation was the Pregnancy and Birth presentation where 
two lucky Year 11 boys wore realistic pregnancy suits and attempted (unsuccessfully) to pick up a pencil, tie up their shoe and sit 
down! The classes were also exposed to a remarkably life-like dummy birthing of a newborn baby. Psychology students went to Perth 
Zoo to study a range of different learning theories, and phobias, and some students even got to face their fears and touch a snake. 
Earth and Environmental Science students conducted fieldwork at John Forrest National Park and had a great time learning Earth and 
Environmental Science outside of the classroom. They were even paid a visit by the ghost that haunts the Swan View Tunnel. Year 12 
Earth and Environmental Science students replicated volcanic eruptions and made some brilliant shapes with their “magma”. 

And then, who can forget the National Science week? Where you were all invited to participate both inside and outside of the classroom 
in a wide range of exciting activities, including some enthusing and competitive escape rooms, visiting virtual worlds with VR and 
Merge Cubes, creating giant bubbles, learning about and handling some rescued native wildlife with Kanyana Animal Rescue. 

We are looking forward to working with you all again next year to engage and inspire the young scientists within you all. 

Mia Lennox 
Head of Learning Area - Science 
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Climate Change Protest
Within the Year 10 Earth Science Unit, students learned about 
climate change. The Year 10s investigated what causes climate 
change, the effects of climate change and the changes people 
can make to ensure there is action against the causes of climate 
change. To wrap up their learning experiences on Climate 
Change, students were given the challenge to create a protest 
poster. The students were challenged to create a protest sign that 
encourages their peers and the wider community to take action 
on Climate Change. From their protest signs, it was clear that the 
students are truly aware of the impact climate change will have 
on their own lives.

Jessica Leeming
Teacher - Science 

Solids, Liquids and Gases      

In Term 3, the Year 7 Focus class learned about solids, liquids 
and gases. Students investigated the properties and effects of 
each of these states of matter. In Week 3, our focus was liquids. 
We looked at the ‘normal properties’ that most liquids have 
and however, we then investigated with Liquid Nitrogen. Liquid 
Nitrogen has a boiling point of -196 degrees Celsius, meaning it 
is extremely cold and does not take the typical characteristics of 
liquids. We looked at how Liquid Nitrogen affects different objects 
such as a balloon animal, a rubber toy, a flower and slime. The 
Year 7 Focus class had so much fun predicting the effect Liquid 
Nitrogen will have on the different objects. 

Jessica Leeming
Teacher - Science 

Earth Excursion
Well… Who knew rocks would be so interesting?! Miss Lennox did! 

On 27 October the Year 11 ATAR Earth and Environmental 
Science students attended an excursion to John Forrest National 
Park and Boya Quarry with Miss Lennox, Miss Leeming and Mr 
Austin. This excursion was designed for students to develop their 
practical fieldwork skills and apply their knowledge to the real 
world. 

As part of their fieldwork, students analysed various igneous rocks 
based on their texture and mineralogy. Using their understanding 
from class and with Miss Lennox’s guidance, the students were 
able to identify whether the igneous rock was basalt, dolerite, 
gabbro, rhyolite, diorite or granite. The Year 11s demonstrated 
fantastic co-operation, collaboration, critical thinking and scientific 
inquiry skills. It was wonderful to see the students put their 
knowledge into practice!

The weather was perfect for fieldwork, and the students had 
a great time learning Earth and Environmental Science outside 
of the classroom. They were even paid a visit by the ghost that 
haunts the Swan View Tunnel.

Jessica Leeming
Teacher - Science 
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On behalf of the English Learning Area at Ashdale Secondary 
College, I would like to thank all the students for their hard work 
and participation in the activities we ran this year at the College.

Students have again shown their talents during Book Week 
by partaking in the Spelling Bee Competition and showing off 
their general knowledge in the Maxi Quiz and a range of other 
activities. The Year 7 students had a magical time on Harry Potter 
Day, and students were enthused to create their own stories 
during the Ashdale Showcase.

We hope you had a great year with your peers and teachers, 
discussing and sharing ideas, creating amazing projects and 
expanding your minds. 

We wish you all a restful and safe break and your teachers and I 
are looking forward to seeing you next year.

Nathalie Dommange
Head of Learning Area – English

English



19Ashdale Secondary College   Annual Newsletter 2020

Mathematics

Australian Mathematics Competition
This year 177 students from Ashdale SC competed in the 
Australian Mathematics Competition held on Thursday 30 July. 
The competition is an international event with over 40 countries 
competing for prizes and certificates.  

To achieve a distinction in the Australian Mathematics 
competition, students need to score in the top 20% of students. 
Well done to the following students who achieved a distinction in 
the competition.  

Year 7 Nishi Bhagat, Jason Lin, Harshil Halai, Riley Lacklison, 
Jack Ly, Kaiya Scudds, Philip Boceski, Pranshu 
Prajapati and Nils Atkin

Year 8 Zavier Lim, Andrew Taddei, Henry Phan, Hannah 
Hanafi, Julia Lee, and Ty Siegl

Year 9 Ash Stevenson, Devan Fill, Josiah Godfrey, Jourdee 
Hall and Trevor Griffiths

Year 10 Tejal Varsani, Jana Jankulovska, Neha Bhudia, Adam 
Jaber, Owen Ansell, Dhairya Bhagat, Devi Patel, 
Jordan Taddei and Ryan Schofield

Year 11 Jaxon Broad, Dhyan Patel, Dhiyan Jesani and Anna 
Tran

To achieve a high distinction, students need to score in the top 5% 
of their year level across every competing school - congratulations 
to Anneliese Wood in Year 7 and Hazem Kanawati in Year 12 for 
achieving this outstanding award.  

The Best In School Award is given to the student who has 
achieved the best overall score. Of 
the 177 students who took part in the 
competition, the student who took out 
this top award was Anneliese Wood in 
Year 7.  Well done Anneliese for your 
fantastic result.

Congratulations to all the students 
who participated in the Australian 
Mathematics competition and I look 
forward to next year’s results.

Adam Rains
Head of Learning Area - Mathematics
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Humanities and Social Science

Year 11 Holocaust Excursion
This year the Year 11 Modern History students attended a 
workshop run by the Holocaust Institute of WA. At this workshop, 
students discussed the rise of Nazism in Germany, the roots of 
anti-semitism and the stages of the Holocaust. They worked 
with students from other schools to explore the importance of 
civil rights, simulate conditions in the Warsaw ghetto and hear 
the testimony of a 2nd generation Holocaust survivor. It was an 
important learning experience for our students who demonstrated 
great knowledge, respect, and empathy.  

Chris Witt
Head of Learning Area - Humanities and Social Science

Our experience with Dr Anne Aly
On Wednesday 4 November, Federal Representative for Cowan 
and counter-terrorism expert Dr Anne Aly kindly volunteered her 
time to talk to 40 Year 9 students at Ashdale Secondary College. 
Each year, as part of the annual Canberra Tour the Year 9 students 
would usually have had the opportunity to fly to Canberra and 
visit Parliament House and speak with Dr Aly. Unfortunately, 
because of COVID-19 restrictions, this year, this was unable to 
take place. Dr Aly kindly came to ASC instead talk to us about 
her experiences as the first Muslim woman to be elected to 
Federal parliament and her experiences as an expert in politics 
and counter-terrorism. 

Dr Aly started with an inspirational and educational introduction 
of herself and how she moved into politics after many years of 
working overseas with many degrees under her belt, such as a 
PhD, an MEd, and a PGDA. After she discussed her work and 
experiences, Dr Aly gave us the opportunity to ask her questions 
about her position as a politician, her favourite experiences and 
her involvement in meeting politicians such as Scott Morrison 
and Barack Obama. 

Dr Aly was uplifting and extremely educated in her field of work, 
which made her experience with us not only entertaining but 
also informative. On behalf of the Year 9 cohort, we would like 
to profoundly thank Dr Aly for her enthusiasm and for taking the 
time out of her hectic day to come and talk to us. We also want 
to thank Ashdale Secondary College and the HOLA of HASS, Mr 
Witt, for making this exceptional event possible and providing us 
with snacks and refreshments.

Alexia Italiano and Brianna Carter
Year 9 Students
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Constitutional Convention
On Wednesday 2 September, two of our Year 11 Politics and 
Law students were invited to attend the Annual State Schools 
Convention at the Constitutional Centre of Western Australia. The 
Convention offered students the opportunity to work with students 
from schools across Western Australia to analyse Australia’s 
Constitution and debate a contemporary issue regarding it, in line 
with the Year 11 and 12 Politics and Law Syllabus.  

Students heard from Guest speakers Dr Harry Phillips, Mr Nigel 
Wilkes Snr., Professor Sarah Murray and Professor Alan Fenna. 
Students completed problem-solving workshops to evaluate the 
implications of a range of topics; including the values embedded 
within Australia’s preamble and responsibilities outlined in the 
constitution. 

Alyssa Yates

We spent the day evaluating the preamble 
of the Constitution and suggesting what 
alterations could be made to Australia’s 

preamble. It was a great experience to be 
able to gain more insight into our Constitution 
and learn from experts about the issues with 

our Constitution. I found it extremely interesting 
to hear the opinions and ideas of other 

Politics and Law students, and it was great to 
meet so many new people. I am grateful to 

have had the opportunity to attend.

The Western Australian School’s Constitutional Convention proved to be an incredibly insightful and 
engaging experience that my classmates can learn from to enhance our Politics and Law ATAR 
curriculum further. The main focus of the Convention was the Preamble of the Constitution, in which 

attendees learned and discussed the parameters of its contents, as well as its necessity. Guest speakers 
Ms Remie Paulik, Dr Harry Phillips, Dr Sarah Murray and Professor Alan Fenna all provided a different 

perspective pertaining to the importance of our constitution, the division of power and the enumeration 
of constitutional law in which I know I will be applying into my classwork assessments. This opportunity 

gave me in-depth knowledge from professionals in specialty fields that I am grateful I had the invitation 
to attend and to learn from.

Jacqlin Parker
Tara Hill 
Teacher – Humanities and Social Sciences 
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Black Death Incursion
In Term 3, the Year 8 cohort studied the Middle Ages and the 
Black Death that swept through Europe in the 14th century. To 
bring medieval history to life, the HASS Department organised a 
special guest presenter from UWA to come in and run a ‘History 
Special Effects’ workshop aimed at educating students on the 
types of plague and their symptoms. Students were paired up 
and given a crash course in special effects makeup, including how 
to simulate bruises and pus-filled buboes. With a kit of special 
effects makeup that included silicone buboes, bruise wheels 
and fake blood, students enthusiastically got to work on making 
Medieval plague victims.

Ashley Wright
Teacher - Humanities and Social Science

HaSS US Consulate Visit
On Tuesday 20 October, the Year 11 ATAR Politics and Law class 
and Year 10 extension HaSS class had the privilege of being 
visited by a Public Affairs Officer from the United States of 
America Consulate. Students discussed shared values, adopted 
influences and current foreign policy between both Australia and 
the US. Students were highly engaged, contributing to lively 
discussion and asking insightful questions. Students were also 
encouraged to seek out opportunities through the Perth US-Asia 
Centre, West Tech Fest Conventions and the of potential future 
opportunities such as internships at the consulate itself! What a 
fantastic opportunity offered through ASC HaSS courses.

Chris Witt
Head of Learning Area - Humanities and Social Science

Year 11 Tourism
On Wednesday 23 September the Year 11 Tourism students went on an excursion to Kings Park and the city. Go Cultural; an indigenous 
tour company took the students on a walking tour of Kings Park where they tried traditional bush foods and learnt about traditional 
medicine and the indigenous history of Perth city. The tour guide was enthusiastic and shared with students how much he loves 
working within the tourism industry. 

The students all then became tour guides of their own, each leading a commentary about different locations around the city such as 
His Majesty’s Theatre, Wolf Lane and London Court. We walked about ten kilometres on the hottest day in September! All students 
behaved excellently and were a credit to the College. 

Michelle Marshall
Teacher - Humanities and Social Science
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In a year like no other, it has been a busy and productive time 
in the Design and Technology area. All year there has been 
the consistent hum of machinery and the sound of building 
as students from all years have had the opportunity to design, 
prototype and produce a wide variety of projects and use the 
machines and tools available at Ashdale Secondary College.

In 2020, the College invested heavily in industry-standard 
equipment for students to create work on, including the purchase 
of a second laser cutter and the College’s first CNC router and 
vinyl printer/cutter. From projects such as nameplates in Year 9 
Woodwork to solar cars in Year 7, students have created innovative 
designs using CAD and graphics programs that they have been 
able to see being produced live by these fantastic machines.

2020 has seen the further development and growth of the Year 
7 and 8 Design and Technology programs. With an increased 
focus on design and the use of Computer-Aided Design (CAD) 
to produce the solar car and solar power machine projects, 
students have developed essential skills that lay the foundation of 
continued growth as they progress through D&T over the coming 
years. This forward-thinking work is placing our students in Years 
7 and 8 in a better position for the years ahead as it prepares 
them for not only the type of work in future years but also for the 
kind of technology used in the industry.

Within the workshop spaces, students have continued to 
grow in the construction of their projects. The Woodwork and 
Metalwork classes from Years 9-12 have produced intricate and 
sophisticated projects that demonstrate the exceptional practical 
skills our students possess. Some examples of these amazing, 
finished products include rocket stoves by the Year 10 Metalwork 
classes and dartboard cabinets by the Year 11 Materials, Design 
and Technology (Wood) students. In addition to this, we have 
seen some exceptional work being produced by the Year 10 
Woodwork students, including tables, and chopping boards. We 
have also seen some very delicate work being produced within 
the Jewellery area. Students have been able to experience the 
use of silver and other similar semi-precious materials in their 
work, creating incredible pieces such as rings and pendants. They 
have also had the opportunity to try various casting techniques, 
further increasing their design and production skills.

Design andTechnology
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As always, Mechatronics has been popular with a wide range of 
students. Years 9 and 10 students have had the opportunity to 
develop and build a range of Arduino controlled projects while 
learning about the theory behind electronics. These projects 
include Obstacle Avoidance Robots and Sumo Bots, both of 
which were extremely popular with the classes. On top of this, 
the D&T department was lucky enough to receive funding for the 
purchase of 8 Android tablets for use with the robotics programs. 
These will allow students to explore the integration of Bluetooth 
and WiFi control systems, furthering their understanding of these 
areas. 

As we look forward into 2021, the D&T team wait with bated 
breath for what is shaping up to be another massive year for 
us. With the introduction of exciting new courses such as Year 
9 Screen to Machine Engineering and Year 11 ATAR Engineering 
Studies (Mechatronics), plus the further development of our 
existing courses, we look forward to showing everyone the 
inspiring results that our students continue to produce in the 
workshops.

Mark Pearce  
Head of Learning Area - Design and Technology 

The Engineering area of D&T has again been an area of significant 
development. As has become the norm, students in both Year 11 
and 12 had the opportunity to be involved with the EV Challenge. 
In this, they built several electric vehicles from the ground up, 
while also refining prior builds in order to make them more 
efficient. This groundwork has set up what is bound to be an 
exciting 2021 for the EV Challenge program, with two big races 
scheduled throughout the year.
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Sports Aircraft Association Australia (SAAA) 
Build Project
Year 10 students studying Mechatronic Drones have been busy 
working on the fuselage as part of the SAAA Build Project. Since 
the arrival of the kit in August, the students have completed the 
inventory of the plane and started work on the preparation of the 
centre bulkhead section and the mid fuse ribs and bottom skins.  

The inventory involved double-checking the parts list and counting 
all the parts, rivets and screws.  From there, we knew we had 
everything to get started.  Whilst counting parts, our hangar 
came together with benches and tool racks.

The centre bulkhead is part of the mainframe of the fuselage, the 
seats will be in front and the fuel tank and baggage compartment 
behind.  

The students were split into four groups, and each group started 
to prepare their sections. Preparation has included sanding 
of edges and de-burring holes and protecting the parts with 
nontoxic primer to stop corrosion, it was labour intensive, and 
a little boring but it had to be done. The teams worked together, 
which encouraged them to communicate effectively.  

Once all the parts were prepared, they were clecoed together 
(temporary fixing) to form the sections so that they could be 
riveted into place.  To do this, the students had to read the plans, 
communicate, ask questions, and ensure that they followed the 
sequence that is needed to put the sections together. 

The students have learnt how to use tools of the trade and now 
know the mantra of “measure twice, cut once”. They have used 
the tools well under guidance from our mentors.  

Now that the College year is coming to an end, we have been 
able to have some extended sessions, and this has made a big 
difference as the centre bulkhead is now complete!  We are 
hoping that the mid fuse ribs will be completed in the remaining 
sessions left. 

We are looking forward to seeing the fuselage come together 
and completed next year.

Elaine Bradley  
Management Team Services Manager
Sport Aircraft Association of Australia (SAAA)
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Home Economics

Caring for others
Year 12 students who studied Children, Family and Community 
completed a care package as part of their task work in this course 
for the Youth Futures WA Nest Program. The very context of the 
course “Caring for Others” signifies the essence of this course, 
about how families best care for children, and how communities 
best care for families.

The care package task is assessing the students’ production skills 
in producing a package of items that suits the needs of people 
in crisis. This is related to the “Caring for others” course context. 
Schools can choose the ‘crisis’ situation/ organisation that best 
suits the needs of the school and students. Different schools 
made packages for different causes/organisations; it could be a 
universal charity, or a local family impacted by a fire, or in our 
case, homeless, pregnant teenage girls.

All students were terrific in supporting the project; students 
personally brought items and materials to include in the packages. 
All students participated in helping to produce blankets, burp 
cloths, various body scrubs and lip balms, and gift sets of beanies, 
socks and bibs for babies. Importantly, this project allowed the 
students to develop their empathy to those in the community 
who find themselves in crisis and to appreciate the need for 
support services to help others.

Colleen Piano
Teacher – Home Economics

Recess Cafe
Year 11 and 12 Hospitality students have been working hard all 
year to master their barista skills. The students have been working 
in the College’s recess café serving different coffees and slices 
to teachers while working to industry standard. Congratulations 
to this year’s Year 12 students on obtaining their Certificate II 
Hospitality, their hard work throughout the year paid off.

We are looking forward to working with the Year 11 students next 
year to refine their skills and obtain their final certificate. 

Hayley Malcolm
Teacher - Home Economics 
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Cakes, cakes and more cakes!     
Year 9s baked cakes in Term 4. Not small, plain cakes, but big 
colourful cakes, chocolate cakes, round cakes, square cakes 
and tiered cakes. Cakes for Easter, cakes for birthdays, cakes 
for all types of celebrations. Our exceptional Home Economics 
students were given the task of baking and decorating a cake of 
their choice, worthy of a special occasion in their life. A picture 
speaks a thousand words….

Colleen Piano
Teacher – Home Economics

Healthy Eating
During Term 3, Year 7 and 8 students have been investigated 
nutrients and the importance behind healthy eating in Home 
Economics. Through their research, they discovered that most 
of them do not consume the recommended five serves of 
vegetables a day. During a lesson they made a green smoothie 
which included two serves of vegetables. Students were 
surprised with how delicious it tasted and how easy it was to 
have two serves of vegetables into a quick and easy breakfast. 

Hayley Malcolm
Teacher - Home Economics 
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Information & Communication Technology

We have seen yet another year of innovation and excellence in 
the ICT Learning Area at Ashdale led by our inspirational team 
of teachers who always encourage and inspire our students to 
perform at the highest levels.

Despite the shadow of COVID-19 looming over our day-to-day 
business and somewhat limiting our usual high level of community 
involvement, our students have continued to improve their 
achievements and participation in the ICT Learning Area. Students 
in the specialist programs have won state awards in applications 
in Artificial Intelligence, software design and problem-solving and 
are applying 3D design and printing to produce prosthetic hands.

This year we welcomed two inspirational teachers to our 
department, Mrs Rachel Farnay who is coordinating our Creative 
Technologies Institute and Mrs Alison Blackwell who has injected 
a fresh perspective of design and aesthetics into our Photography 
and Digital Technologies courses.

In addition to the significant growth in students numbers, and 
hence the uptake of Digital Technologies in the lower school, 
our options classes of Photography, Digital Graphic Design and 
Software Design have burgeoned in numbers which, together with 
the graduation of students through our Specialist programs has 

seen a number of them continuing into Senior School for 2021.

With the continued development of the Computer Science 
stream, masterminded by Mr Jonathan Ihlein we have seen the 
introduction of new courses running through our Lower School, 
which has seen its successful culmination in students applying for 
and filling, two classes for Senior School. Our students in Applied 
Information Technology, Design Photography and Certificate II in 
Information and Digital Media Technology have studied hard to 
produce high-quality outcomes, and we look forward to receiving 
their exam results. All our students are taught by experts in their 
fields and engage with industry-standard software learning ICT 
skills vital to all future careers.

We hope that all students will use the skills and knowledge that 
they have gained here at Ashdale Secondary College in their future 
career pathways and be reminded of how they developed the skills 
to equip them for life-long learning, as there will be few jobs in the 
future which will not demand a willingness to engage with ICT.

Geoff White, Alison Blackwell, Karen Brough, Rachel Farnay, 
Jonathan Ihlein, Deborah Yates
Information & Communication Technology

Portraiture in Design Photography
Year 11 students explored Portraiture in Design Photography In 
Term 3 and discovered the origins of some lighting techniques 
are in Painting and Sculpture. To extend their learning, students 
were tasked to emulate or recreate a work discovered in their 
research. This painting by John Singleton Copley of his family 
completed in 1776 inspired Bailey Fabricius, he organised his 
classmates to recreate it in the studio. It’s an excellent example 
of student initiative and a contemporary rethinking of historical 
representations.

Alison Blackwell  
Teacher - Information & Communication Technology
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Portrait Photography and Music Album Covers      
Year 10 students explored Portrait photography in Term 2 and 
using these photographs to design Music Album Covers. After 
time spent in the photo studio experimenting with lighting 
and camera techniques, students investigated album covers in 
different music genres. It was interesting to explore what visual 
codes and conventions communicate various types of sound. The 
topic was engaging for everyone as they were busy researching 
design styles used on album covers in their collections.

With ideas in mind, students then started editing their photographs 
using Adobe Photoshop. The first experiment was a Genre Swap 
task to create two genres from the same picture by manipulating 
four in different ways. Many stereotypes were revealed, and 
assumptions challenged in classroom conversations. It’s great 
to see students inspired to create original and unique design 
concepts and developing the skills to bring their ideas to fruition. 

Alison Blackwell 
Teacher – Information & Communication Technology

First Lego League
In Week 8 of Term 4, four of the Year 8 Creative Technology 
Institute students were lucky enough to participate in the First 
Lego League (FLL) qualifier at Aveley Secondary College. During 
the Term these four students worked during their class time, 
as well as their Period 0 session, to design and build a robot 
to compete in a game to score the most amount of points 
possible. Furthermore, they developed a solution to an issue in 
the community that they were able to present to the judges on 
the day.

The First Lego League is a massive competition organised by the 
FIRST Organisation in the USA and played all around the world. 
As part of competing in one of many qualifiers around WA, Ethan 
O’Donnel, Harry Dunbar, Aidan Forrest and Lucas Van Der Boon 
tried to score enough points across the competition (in Robot 
Design, Innovation Project, Robot Game and Core Values) to 
progress to the WA finals at Curtin University on 12 December.

While they didn’t quite get there, the four of them worked 
incredibly well throughout the Term and on the competition day 
and did Ashdale proud. They were able to leave the day with a 
sense of accomplishments having done exceptionally well for a 
rookie team.

As this was Ashdale’s first year of being involved with FLL, 
there were many obstacles that we had to overcome. I look 
forward to bringing FLL to Ashdale in an even bigger way so be 
on the lookout for announcements next year for Lego robotics 
opportunities from the STEM team.

Steve Warwick
Teacher - Information & Communication Technology
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The Arts

Bus Embayment Mural
The Visual Arts department were honoured to be asked to design the mural for the upcoming bus embayment on Kingsway. This bus 
embayment will assist local community members and students from Ashdale Primary, Ashdale Secondary College and Kingsway 
Christian College. Our creative team consisted of five talented Year 10 students; Alysha Nguyen, Razaanah Chota, Lauren Lam, Amelia 
Bui, Kelvin Law. As a team, we looked at the history of Darch and the industries created here. Initially, Darch was farming land that grew 
many fruits and vegetables for the people of this area. In today’s contemporary society, Darch is known for its schools, and thus, the 
main industry of this area is now education. Our students took these two connections of growth to create three beautiful compositions 
that celebrate these successes. Students used a variety of materials that are both traditional and contemporary medias to create the 
designs. We eagerly await the finished product for the newly constructed bus embayment. 

Tarryne Hutchinson and Mo Iqbal
Teachers - Visual Arts
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IMSS Area Band Workshop

Ashdale SC once again hosted the IMSS Area Band Workshop for 
beginner brass, wind and percussion students (Year 6 and 7) for 
the local area in Week 3, Term 4. We had a fantastic turnout of 50 
students from seven different primary schools as well as some 
Year 7s from ASC.

The students participated in a range of activities designed to 
help develop their ensemble playing skills including rhythmic 
games, sectional rehearsals and full ensemble rehearsals. At the 
conclusion of the day, the students performed the three pieces 
they learned during the workshop. The ensemble worked really 
hard, and both staff and students enjoyed the day. It is exciting for 
the students to play in a large ensemble as this would have been 
the first occasion for many of them.

Many thanks to the IMSS staff who ran the workshop:

• Mr Lee Stanley (Director/Percussion)

• Miss Stacy Teuber (Flute)

• Mr Carl Harper (Brass)

• Mr Steve Benfall (Clarinet/Sax)

• Miss Emily Dempsey-Lees (Brass)

We look forward to hosting another one in 2021!

Marisa Ritchie
Teacher in Charge - Music

Battle of the Bands

At the end of Term 3,  Year 11 and 12 Music Certificate students 
performed in the Northern Districts Battle of the Bands. This year 
we competed against Ballajura Community College and Butler 
College with Ballajura Community College hosting as the 2019 
winners.

The students completed in the following categories:

• Best Cover - Ensemble

• Best Cover - Solo/Duet

• Best Original - Ensemble 

• Best Original - Solo/Duet

Ashdale Secondary College tied as a winner with Butler College. 
Both ASC & BC had 1 x category winner and 2 x runner ups each, 
as detailed below. 

• Best Cover - Ensemble (Runner-up XXVI - Dylan, Charlotte, 
Paige, Mahlet)

• Best Cover - Solo/Duet (Winner - Dylan Zaffino)

• Best Original - Solo/Duet (Runner-up Charlotte Ross)

The students performed exceptionally well and did the College 
proudly.

Marisa Ritchie
Teacher in Charge - Music
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The Collective: Art Exhibition

Annually the Visual Arts department proudly selects 
and celebrates the best artworks from students 
ranging from Year 7 to Year 12. Each year all Visual 
Arts teaching programs are reviewed and re-written to 
ensure each student’s learning experience is current, 
fresh and keeping up with current artistic trends. 2020 
is a year where students have had the opportunity to 
use a variety of media, try different techniques and 
learn about various artists and art movements. Due 
to the worldwide pandemic, it meant that artists 
opened up their studios and invited both students 
and teachers via social media. Thus, illuminating 
and encouraging students to keep preserving with 
their practices. This exhibition is a celebration of all 
students’ determination and willpower to keep going 
to produce their best. 

The 2020 exhibition showcased work over 500 pieces 
of work from Year 11 and 12 ATAR and General Visual 
Arts, Year 7- 10 Visual Arts, Year 7 Media Arts, Year 9 
Ceramics and Year 9 Contemporary Craft. The work 
ranged from pencil drawings, paintings, textiles, 
ceramic work, etchings, lino prints, cane sculptures 
and kites, mask making and collages, just to name a 
few. Special mention to our Year 10 students works 
who were also selected for the 2020 Young Originals 
exhibition at Edith Cowan University. 

From a year of ups and downs, both Mr Iqbal and I 
would like to sincerely thank our outstanding students 
who have made the art rooms a place of wonder, 
excitement and ease. Congratulations to you all for 
your superb work, we are very proud of you. 

Tarryne Hutchinson and Mo Iqbal
Teachers – Visual Arts
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Young Originals
This year was the eighth year Edith Cowan University School 
of Arts and Humanities partnered with the Western Australian 
Secondary School Executives Association (Inc) to host the Young 
Originals Exhibition 2020.

Artists from Years 7–12 enrolled in Western Australian public 
schools enter their works into the Young Originals Exhibition. 
The Exhibition is an exciting event on the calendar for public 
schools and promotes excellence in the visual arts across a range 
of mediums. Every year, judges at Young Originals receive art 
submissions from Western Australian students. Each piece of art 
is judged by a panel of professional artists and art educators. This 
year due to COVID-19, the Exhibition was online. 

Our student was Razaanah Chota in Year 10 with her oil on canvas 
painting, ‘Blue Parcel’. This was the first oil painting she has 
ever done, and it was inspired by Hyperrealist Finnish artist Erjo 
Edelmann, whose subject matter was badly wrapped parcels.

Mo Iqbal
Teacher - The Arts

META Art Exhibition
META is an exhibition at North Metro TAFE showcasing art, design 
and photography from talented Year 11 and 12 students from 
Western Australian schools. There was a record-breaking 167 
entries from 54 schools despite all the disruption of 2020. Out of 
these entries, Bryan Huynh’s (Year 12) work that he completed in 
Year 11 was accepted for the exhibition. The exhibition was open 
to the public in August. Congratulations and well done Bryan! 

Mo Iqbal
Teacher - The Arts
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Health and Physical Education

From all of us within the Health & Physical Education team, we would like to thank students, staff and parents/guardians for their 
support of our activities, excursions and programs in 2020. Although we were unable to partake in several programs due to COVID-19, 
this did not stop the planning for these activities to recommence later in the year.

The uncertainty around scheduled activities could have easily derailed the motivation and enthusiasm of a number of our students 
within our Learning Area. Still, in a show of remarkable resilience, our students continued to remain engaged with onsite activities in 
preparation for the offsite component returning.

In Term 3 when excursions were officially allowed to recommence, we gave our students as many opportunities as possible to showcase 
their skills, and our students did themselves and our school proud. We entered teams in AFL, Soccer, Futsal, Badminton and Netball 
competitions, along with camps for our Yr 9 and 10 Netball Academy classes and our Yr 11 and Yr 12 Outdoor Education Classes.

We reviewed programs/competitions students have been involved 
with, both at school and out of school hours and we look forward 
to further adding to these unique opportunities for our students and 
have big things planned within our Learning Area for 2021. Next year 
we will be introducing plenty of new options to students including 
Year 11 General Health Studies. 

Darren Young
Head of Learning Area – Health and Physical Education

Interschool Athletics
On Friday 16 October over 90 students in the College 2020 
Interschool Athletics Team travelled to WA Athletics Stadium to 
compete against eight other schools from across Perth.

Unfortunately, we were unable to conduct the Ashdale Secondary 
College Athletics Carnival, due to COVID-19 making it slightly more 
challenging for our Interschool Carnival, with the competition for 
the day proving tough. Even though our students were up against 
a big challenge, they showed excellent resilience. We managed 
to have several students placing in the top three for their event, 
which was a remarkable achievement.

Austin Chapman was an outstanding representative for ASC, 
winning Champion Boy for his age group once again and scored 
some of the highest points earned by an individual champion. 
Xavier Hickey also placed third for Individual Champions, two 
points behind second place. Our Year 9 Boys relay team proved 
strong placing first for the third year in a row.

Overall, the students showed a great deal of determination, 
athleticism, and teamwork. The HPE team are all looking forward 
to building on our success and coming back in 2021 stronger.

Health and Physical Education Team
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Year 9 and 10 Soccer Champions
After a crazy start to the year, School Sport WA found a way 
to conduct the soccer State Championships for 2020. The Year 
9/10 Ashdale Soccer Academy did it the hard way, playing all our 
games away from home.

We went undefeated drawing 2-2 and beating Mercy College 
1-0, then defeating Dianella Community College 3-2 on both 
occasions. In the Northern final the boys played exceptionally 
well winning the game 2-0 to advance to the State Championship 
game.

Our opponents were the mighty John Curtin College of the Arts. 
It was always going to be a challenging game to win, and we 
came into the game as underdogs. In every game we played this 
year, we showed strength and willingness to work harder than 
the other team. The final was no different, and the game ended 
0-0 after extra time. To penalties, we went, and Ashdale became 
State Champions with a 4-3 after a penalty shootout, our captain 
Daniel Stefoski scoring the winner. All the boys played extremely 
well with man of the match performances from Jai Fanelli and 
Samuel Andrioff.

This is a talented bunch of boys who deserve to be crowned as 
State Champions. Hopefully, they can remain together to try and 
continue their run of success in 2021 and 2022.

John Carbone and Sean Canham
Teachers - Health and Physical Education
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Year 7 Victory Athletics Cup (AFL)
During Term 3 a group of Year 7 students competed in an 
afterschool AFL competition. The level of competition was high, 
as three out of the four schools were AFL specialist or academy 
schools. 

In Round 1, we faced off against the reigning champs Warwick 
Senior High School. We fought valiantly but got thoroughly beaten 
by a team that’s been playing together for a while. The group 
showed some glimpses of promise, in particular, Alex Puca, who 
showed determination in the back half saving multiple goals.

Captain: Sam Gullotti

Warwick SHS: 5 - 8 - 38 def Ashdale SC: 0 - 5 – 5

In Round 2, we faced off against Wanneroo Senior High School 
away from home. This game was once again a reminder of 
some of the talents in the surrounding areas, and we were 
unfortunately again beaten by a specialist school. This game we 
got on the scoreboard with our first goal! A highlight was Mitchell 
Hunt, who showed us some real courage and resilience giving 
and receiving some big hits.

Captain: Hudson Walker

Wanneroo: 7 - 5 - 47 def Ashdale: 2 - 5 – 17

Round 3 once again found us away from the College where 
we versed Churchlands Senior High School. This game showed 
further improvement in the teams ‘on the ball pressure’ and 
improved flow of the ball around the ground. Unfortunately, the 
group did not come up with the win. Special mention to James 
‘Jimmy’ Dennis for his tackling pressure, taking down some of 
the tall timbers at Churchlands.  

Captain: Liam Deckert

Churchlands: 7 - 5 - 47 def Ashdale: 3 - 3 – 21

Round 4 found the group back on home soil where they faced 
off against Carine Senior High School. The game was a tug of 
war with the score remaining tight until the very end. Ashdale 
cemented the win in the final seconds with Jeremiah Fiu scoring 
his first goal. A valiant effort to Arshan Bahmani who found 
himself playing all over the ground. 

Captain: Zane Graziani

Ashdale 4 - 2 - 26 def Carine 3 - 0 – 18

Thanks to all parents, staff, officials, student volunteers, including 
Reanna Cowton (Photographer) and the players for their efforts. 
We appreciate your contributions as this is what makes an 
afterschool competition a success.

Looking Forward to the Year 8-9 Eagles competition in 2021!

Mr Benjamin Hangan
Teacher - Health & Physical Education 
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Netball Academy
What an interesting and different year 2020 has been for the Ashdale Secondary College Netball Academy. Although we were unable 
to do several of our annual events and competitions, the Netball Academy students worked diligently on their skills and gameplay to 
continue to improve throughout the year.

Our Year 7 students were able to start the year off with the team-building ‘Beach Games Excursion’. This was an excellent opportunity 
to get to know their teammates and teachers.

In Term 3, 120 Netball Academy students attended the School Sports WA Carnival and the Multi-Cultural Carnival at Perth Netball 
Association. Both carnivals were an excellent opportunity for our students to put into place all their hard work for the year. Our Year 10 
students came out on top for the SSWA carnival, representing ASC at the elimination carnival in Fremantle. Our Year 8, 9 and 10 girls 
were extremely successful in the Multi-Cultural Carnival coming first and second in the overall competition.

Lastly, we were fortunate enough to be able to do a three day, Year 9 Camp in Term 3. We spent two nights in Coogee, versing four 
different Netball Specialist Schools. This was a challenging experience for the Year 9s and the put on an excellent display of skills and 
determination.

Week 8 saw our Year 10 Netball Academy class finish their time in the program with a busy, engaging and adventure-packed tour of 
the Southwest. All students were excited and willing to partake in all activities on offer during the tour including playing games against 
some fairly strong teams from Bunbury, stand up paddleboarding and caving.

Ms Dastlik and Miss Johnston have enjoyed every experience and challenge with the Netball Academy students this year. We have 
enjoyed watching their skills, hard work and perseverance through 2020 and look forward to seeing what 2021 has installed.

Jaime Dastlik and Lauren Johnston
Teachers - Health and Physical Education

Year 9 Netball Scratch Match
On Monday 16 November, Belridge Secondary College visited the 
College for a scratch match against our Year 9 Netball Academy 
Students. We were lucky to be able to compete against Belridge 
as often as we do as the level of competition is always of a high 
standard and extremely competitive.  

We last competed against Belridge on our Year 9 camp and this 
time it was their camp. We had our A and B team playing four 
quarters of spirited Netball. We fought through the heat, with 
several players injured, to have an extremely competitive game 
on our hands. Unfortunately, our A team fell short of the win, with 
Belridge pulling away in the last two quarters. Our B team played 
an excellent game, going goal for goal with Belridge. In the end, 
it resulted in a draw. 

Jaime Dastlik 
Teacher - Health and Physical Education

Year 10 Netball Camp
Our Year 10 Netball Academy students competed and explored 
the south-west region for their netball camp. We played schools 
across the south-west, including Eaton College, Bunbury SHS 
and Cape Naturaliste with both our teams finishing with wins. 

Students also got to experience some exciting activities including 
stand up paddleboarding, a challenging high ropes course, ten 
pin bowling and a cave tour. We finished off the week with a 
celebratory team awards dinner on the beach.

I’m so proud of the whole group for coming together as a family 
and working as a team. Plenty of laughs and memories created. 

Lauren Johnston
Teacher - Health and Physical Education
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Outdoor Education
It was another exciting year for senior school students enrolled in 
Outdoor Education. The Year 11 students practised their downhill 
mountain bike skills during day excursions to Kalamunda before 
their three-day camp where they negotiated the trails in Margaret 
River.

The Year 12 students also visited the South-West region for a 
three-day camp as they attempted to take on the challenge of 
surfing the famous world waves on offer in Yallingup.

The final camp of the year was to Walyunga National Park where 
students put their kayaking skills to the test on the Swan River 
through the challenging falls of Bells Rapids.

The memories and bonds created between staff and students 
truly last a lifetime, and the camps can be a highlight of a students’ 
time here at the college.

Health and Physical Education Team
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VET, WPL & Careers

This year has been very challenging within the VET and Workplace 
Learning Office with all that has happened both locally and 
globally. COVID 19 has made our student’s capacity for learning 
outside of the College interesting, and everyone has had to adapt 
and modify their way of learning. All those students completing 
a certificate, soon realised that online learning was a different 
way to study, especially those qualifications that needed a more 
hands-on approach. What would have usually been a nice balance 
of theory and practical, turned suddenly into heavy theory 
components to allow for possible COVID restrictions, which we 
hoped would ease later in the year. No matter how challenging 
this year was for these students, they were able to overcome all 
the obstacles to complete their selected qualifications.

The students who studied Career and Enterprise in Year 12 were 
able to go out for a two-week placement in weeks 9 and 10 of 
Term 3. All of our Year 11 General students have just finished their 
two-week placements. The overwhelming impressions of our 
students have been excellent; the accolades have been coming 
in from host employers thick and fast. They should be very proud 
of the way they have conducted themselves whilst representing 
the College.

In what has been an unsettled year, we have had some great 
opportunities come from some long-standing host employers 
and some new additions to our workplace community. Our local 
primary schools have been accommodating and inviting as usual, 
as have the local childcare centres, pharmacies and hospitality 
businesses.

The students were placed in a range of industries from building 
and construction to beauty therapy, office-based financial 
accountants to retail sports stores, physiotherapy to charity 
shops and many more.

As a result of our student’s work ethic, commitment and 
enthusiasm, many of them have received offers of part-time, 
casual employment and apprenticeships.

We also welcomed a new member to the team this year, Jess 
Della Franca, who has slotted in seamlessly.

Megan Falconer
VET Coordinator

Steve Hooper
Workplace Learning 
Coordinator

Jess Della Franca
Workplace Learning 
Coordinator

Ashdale Markets
Early in Term 4, students enrolled in Year 9 and 10 Business 
participated in ‘Ashdale Markets’. This in-house program involved 
students, either as a sole trader or in partnership with other 
students, developing a business concept and writing a Business 
Plan. Some noteworthy business concepts students pursued 
included: the sale of stress balls, tie-dye socks, cookies, bubble 
tea, and 3D printed toys. 

The project was structured to engage students in an immersive 
and highly authentic experience that encouraged and cultivated 
their entrepreneurial spirit. In Term 3, students worked on the 
planning phase of their business creating a comprehensive 
business plan documenting their company’s overarching mission 
and strategy given the current business climate. Furthermore, 
students conducted market research informing their choices 
regarding their product’s “marketing mix” – such as deciding the 
most appropriate logo design, product features, pricing structures 
and promotional strategies to ensure popularity among their 
chosen target market. 

Based on the quality of their concept and business plan, several 
students were then selected to bring their businesses to life. On 
29 and 30 October, these students set up their stalls prepared 
their products for sale and sold their items to customers at both 
recess and lunch. 

In total, over $900 in profits were raised by the businesses, 
which was donated to ‘No Limits’. This charitable organisation 
provides any assistance they can to help those in need, including 
access to basic needs such as food, transport, furniture, hygiene 
and personal items and facilitating access to emergency 
accommodation. In this way, students studying business have 
appreciated how organisations can profitably be used to make a 
positive impact in the community.

Thanks to all who supported Ashdale Markets and helped make it 
a successful and enjoyable event.

Kareem Rouda
Teacher - Business
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Ashdale Recycle
The ASC ReCYCLE Bike club is going into its 4th year, and its 
purpose is to Disassemble, Repair and Repurpose old and 
unwanted bicycles and then pass them onto deserving causes. 
The charity that collected the bicycles this year was Bicycles for 
Humanity.

The large bicycles were sent to Africa, and the small child-sized 
bikes were sent to remote aboriginal communities in Western 
Australia. Once at their destination, the bicycles will be passed 
on to children who are in desperate need of them and will make 
a huge difference in their lives.

This year’s donation totalled 36 bicycles, and these would 
ordinarily have gone into landfill. Students from Years 7 and 8 
have worked very hard over the past year, getting the bikes ready 
for use.

The students learn everything from diagnosing problems to 
repairing punctures, from replacing chains to synchronising gears 
and much more. They are taught how to use a variety of tools 
including allen keys, socket wrenches, tyre levers, chain breaking 
tools which are skills they can use in future mechanical careers.

In the past, the P&C and Ashdale Secondary College Innovation 
Grant have kindly donated funds to ensure the ongoing running of 
the club. We have a purpose-built bicycle repair shed at the back 
of the Design and Technology Block, with seven repair stations 
and a well-equipped toolbox and spare parts section.

If you would like to donate any bikes that are gathering dust or 
seen better days, please feel free to contact me on 0457 559 
133. I am always on the lookout for more to add to the collection 
to be fixed up.

Steve Hooper
Workplace Learning Coordinator

Financial Literacy
Year 9 and 10 Business classes were taught financial literacy, 
providing students with practical lessons from Scott Pape’s book 
The Barefoot Investor and the Australian curriculum. Students 
learn topics including how to set up their ‘buckets’ (bank 
accounts) to maximise savings, best practise when purchasing 
their first car, the evils of credit cards and how to supercharge 
their superannuation.

These lessons help set a strong foundation amongst students. 
With money being less visible, credit readily accessible, these 
students are well equipped to avoid common mistakes that 
many Australians fall victim to, while also reaping the benefits of 
earning compound interest from an early age.

Kareem Rouda
Teacher - Business

Try A Trade – North Metro TAFE and SkillHire
Ashdale SC students performed well at the “Try A Trade” event 
for the year at the start of Term 3. In three days the students built 
a mock-up of a garden wall with pillars, wooden picket fences and 
even a free-standing archway. 

Students from Year 9 and 10 attended an at Skillhire`s training 
facility in Joondalup. The site is used as a training facility for 
Skillhire`s apprentices and tradespeople. Students were taught 
how to use the tools of the trade for carpentry and bricklaying as 
well as the maths required in the industry.

Early in Term 4, students were also able to attend a tiling, 
plastering, wall and ceiling fixing “Try a Trade” at North Metro 
TAFE, Balga. Students were taught the necessary range of 
building and construction skills, which included scoring and 
cutting tiles, grouting and setting up a brick wall profile.

Students at both events worked exceptionally well together and 
have given the students a solid understanding of the building and 
construction industry area.

Steve Hooper
Workplace Learning Coordinator
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Literacy and Numeracy have continued to be a high priority across the Ashdale. Staff have worked to incorporate literacy and numeracy 
strategies into their classrooms, allowing students to see the importance of these skills in varying learning areas and real-world 
experiences. 

The Literacy and Numeracy Committee members presented several strategies during committee meetings that were recorded and 
placed on the ASC portal for all staff to access at any time. These included:

• Note-taking skills – how to teach students to take notes in class using Cornell Notes.

• PLUST technique – a graphing technique for students to remember the parts of a graph – Plotting, Labels, Units, Scale and Title

• Using graphing techniques to evaluate the effectiveness of 2 variables – for example in Home Economics comparing the final 
product baked in two different recipes for biscuits

• Design and Technology showed a booklet they had refined to help students in scaffolding their work from the design process, 
which incorporated literacy and numeracy skills.

Our conferencing model was successfully implemented again to support students in Years 9-12 in their preparation for the OLNA 
assessments in August/September. Unfortunately, due to COVID-19, NAPLAN was cancelled this year, and as such, the Year 9 cohort 
were given the opportunity to sit the OLNA tests. As a College, our results in all year groups were exceptionally pleasing with several 
students in all year groups achieving commendable results. In Term 4, we began working with our Year 8 students in preparation for 
NAPLAN 2021. These conferencing sessions allow students to be taught in small groups with targeted instructions suited to their 
individual needs. During these sessions, we use a variety of resources and interactive activities to engage students in their learning.

During Literacy and Numeracy Week, the College held our annual ‘Book Week’ which was organised by the English Learning Area and 
was well supported by staff in the different Learning Areas. There were several activities including Harry Potter Day (Year 7), Maxi Quiz, 
Spelling-Bee, poster and bookmark competition and the ultimate showcase – the annual dress-up day. Many staff and students got into 
the spirit of this day by wearing a variety of costumes that were reflective of the different characters from books. It was lovely to see 
the enthusiasm and colour around the school. 

During the ASC Showcase, the Mathematics Learning Area created a “Problem Solving Amazing Race” where families competed 
against each other in four challenges. The four challenges were VWLSS WORDS (Voweless words), using cypher wheels, creating 3D 
shapes from match sticks and blue-tac, and making a paper plane to throw successfully through a hoop. So much fun.

We also began our three-year focus on Reading as a whole Cluster focus. It has been fantastic witnessing staff from ASC and our 
four primary schools – Ashdale Primary, Carnaby Rise, Landsdale Primary and Madeley Primary coming together to discuss ways to 
enhance the reading capabilities of students from Year 4 – Year 8.

We look forward to another exciting year next year with many more literacy and numeracy developments as

Tracey Rutter  Amanda Kaljee
Numeracy Coordinator  Literacy Coordinator

Literacy and Numeracy

Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the world.

Nelson Mandela
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Classroom Management Strategies Professional Learning in 2020 – Ashdale Secondary 
College and across the Ashdale Cluster

Professional learning in Classroom Management Strategies (CMS) has continued throughout 2020 as part of a strategic plan to support 
the ongoing implementation of excellence in teaching through our LEARN & GROW framework. The LEARN & GROW framework was 
developed by the College’s Teaching & Learning Committee with input from all members of its teaching and administration staff. It has 
formally been in place since 2018 and, based upon evidence-based state, national and international best practice, and research provides 
a uniform approach to teaching and learning and ensures quality learning experiences for each student, each day.  

Over the year, 28 College staff have completed CMS: Foundation, either through a course at Statewide Services or through our now 
well-established in-house course, and six staff have completed CMS: Instructional Strategies for Engagement through Statewide 
Services. Additionally, Ashley Homer, Leigh Wade & Ashley Wright have all successfully completed the CMS: Conference Accredited 
Trainer course, which strengthens the Teaching & Learning Team and ensures the College can continue to sustain its professional 
development on-site into the future.

As part of the K-12 vision and approach of the Ashdale Cluster and its collective goal of excellence in teaching, in Term 4 the in-house 
CMS: Foundation course was expanded to include attendees from each of Ashdale Primary, Carnaby Rise Primary, Madeley Primary 
and Landsdale Primary Schools.  In addition to supporting the strong collegiality between the staff from the five schools, the CMS 
professional learning allows for a common language and a common best-practice approach to ensuring the success of all of our 
students and continues to enhance the seamless pathway between primary and secondary education within the Cluster.

Each term, led in 2020 by Teaching & Learning Coordinator Paul Baxter and in 2021 with support from members of the Teaching & 
Learning Team, the College has and will continue to facilitate a CMS Foundation or CMS Instructional Strategies for Engagement course 
for a cohort of its staff. The development of the in-house CMS program at Ashdale, as a component of the continual implementation of 
the LEARN & GROW framework, is a further example of how the College, and indeed the Ashdale Cluster, works to continually improve 
and aim for excellence in all that we do.

Stephen Pountney  
Deputy Principal  

Professional Learning
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Men’s Health Week

Men’s Mental Health Week (MMHW) at Ashdale Secondary 
College hosted a range of activities during mentor, recess and 
lunch for male students and staff of all year groups and learning 
areas to participate in each day.

Our keynote speaker to launch the week was Nathan Charles, 
a former Wallabies player, believed to be the only person in the 
world with cystic fibrosis to play any contact sport professionally. 
The unforeseeable pandemic of COVID-19 didn’t allow Nathan 
to speak to our students in person. Instead, he sent a personal 
video recording sharing a few tips and strategies for the male 
members of the College to maintain a positive mindset in the face 
of adversity, and we were able to share this with our students 
during mentor.

Recess and lunch each day during the week featured a range of 
challenges and events including a crossbar challenge, half-court 
basketball shots and kicking an AFL ball into the bin which all 
proved to be popular amongst our boys. Male students had the 
opportunity to go head-to-head against teachers during the staff 
vs students games of volleyball, basketball and cricket with each 
game attracting great crowds to the College gym.

Health & Wellbeing

Student Support

Blue shirt Wednesday saw the majority of staff wearing blue 
tops to support MMHW with male staff being treated to a BBQ 
lunch held in the staffroom. It was a pleasure to see the number 
of male staff contribute to the blue paint handprint canvas with 
many adding their words of wisdom or a positive message. 
Students were also invited to partake in this activity. The canvas 
is going to be framed and hung up on a spare wall in the College.

On the final day of MMHW, every male in the school received 
an information pack. The pack contained a Men’s Mental Health 
Week cookie, MMHW keychain, Beyond Blue wristband and a 
Beyond Blue information pamphlet. The week was wrapped up 
by a staff 4 square competition where Mr Rouda took home the 
trophy.

The overall response and engagement towards each activity 
were overwhelming. Furthermore, it was rewarding to witness 
males across all years, and staff from all Learning Areas come 
together in recognising that Mental Health, especially in young 
men, is of vital importance, to recognise and acknowledge ones 
physical and emotional wellbeing.

Luke Serra
Teacher - Health & Physical Education
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National Reconciliation Week
National Reconciliation Week is a time for all Australians to learn 
about our shared histories, cultures, and achievements, and to 
explore how each of us can contribute to achieving reconciliation 
in Australia. 

Ashdale Secondary College hosted a lunch for our Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander students on Sorry Day (Tuesday 26 May), 
where we encouraged the students to discuss ways in which we 
can celebrate their culture within the College. 

On Wednesday 27 May, Shakira Wallam (Year 8), conducted an 
Acknowledgement of Country in language over the PA, which 
was exceptionally well received and she has welcomed praise 
from students and staff. 

Throughout the week, students completed activities to increase 
awareness of the significance of this week, including watching 
videos and documentaries on Aboriginal history to making sorry 
hands for display in the College’s foyer. Thank you to the staff and 
students for making this week possible and working together to 
further the journey towards a fully reconciled country.

Mrs Hannah James
Deputy Principal 

Teen Mental Health First Aid
Term 4 of this year saw Ashdale Secondary College expand our 
already highly successful Teen Mental Health First Aid (TMHFA) 
program within the college. TMHFA is an evidenced-based mental 
health literacy program which gives teenagers the skills they need 
to recognise when their friends might be experiencing a mental 
health problem, what to do to support their friend, and when 
and how to get the help of an adult. Research tells us that young 
people will often turn to each other when stressed or upset. Most 
young people try to help each other but sometimes take too much 
on. The course is designed to teach young people not to take on 
problems alone and equips them with the specific skills to provide 
appropriate support for friends while maintaining their well-being. 
Students also pick up some knowledge and skills relating to their 
mental health along the way. Accreditation in the course also 
provides students with a certificate that is great to use in resume’s 
when job seeking, and as part of applications for further studies. 

While delivering the TMHFA Senior program to our Year 10 cohort 
which is a well-established part of our Social and Emotional 
curriculum here at the college; we were excited to offer the 
TMHFA Junior program to our Year 7 cohort for the first time this 
year. The delivery of TMHFA Junior course to the Year 7s is part 
of a preventative and early intervention approach to student well-
being. While many schools across the state deliver the senior 
program, we are one of the very few secondary colleges that 
have expanded the program to include more than one cohort, 
once again blazing the trail for best practice innovation here at 
the college. Our courses have been delivered by our two school 
psychologists who have loved spending time in classrooms 
getting to know all Year 10 and Year 7 students. 

Ferah Lipscombe 
College Psychologist 



Ashdale Secondary College   Achieving a Positive Future46

The Parent & Citizen Association is open to all parents and 
guardians of students attending the College and citizens within the 
school community. The P&C promotes the interests of the school 
by bringing parents, citizens, students and teaching staff into 
close co-operation to assist in providing facilities and equipment 
for the College.

This year the P&C Association has funded the following programs/
items, many of which would not have been possible without their 
dedicated support;

P&C Scholarship Program          $8,872.71
Laser Cutting Machine       $4,000.00
Infrared Cameras         $5,080.00
Breakfast Cafe Blenders $163.63
Community BBQ Sausages                     $250.00
Phantom Drones               $8,720.00
Breakfast Club Bluetooth Speaker                               $90.00
Stackable Benches for Mendel’s Garden                         $1,843.25
Microscopes                        $3,720.00
Bike Club parts                    $514.26
Music Keyboards                                     $2,094.54
Thermomix                       $2,062.73
Display Boards                               $3,072.00
Embroidery Machine         $900.00
Yarning & Art Workshop  $1,188.00
Display Boards with legs  $11,539.00
Robotic Lights for Theatre  $5,500.00
Scholastic Books  $807.00

Total                                                     $64,417.12

The College staff and students specifically wish to thank families 
for these contributions during a financially difficult year. It is greatly 
appreciated.

P&C Association

Voluntary Contributions and Compulsory Charges
As we still have outstanding voluntary contributions and 
compulsory charges due, we would appreciate payment to be 
finalised as soon as possible. Thank you to all those parents 
/ guardians whom have made payment toward voluntary 
contribution and compulsory charges.

Payment Instalments for 2021 Subject 
Selection Charges

Instalments are offered when paying for subject selection 
charges. Advance payment of $50 (Year 9 and 10) and $100  
(Year 11 and 12) was required upon subject selection in Term 3 
2020. Final payments are due by Thursday 26 March 2021 (Week 
8 Term One 2021).  If payment is not received, students may be 
moved to an alternative option.

The following methods of payment are offered:

• Direct Debit - Internet banking: Our bank  
Commonwealth - BSB 066 040 - Account No 19901762

• Cash or EFTPOS in person

• Credit card (MasterCard, Visa) made in person, by mail or 
by telephoning 6207 1300

• Cheque or Money Order payable to Ashdale Secondary 
College

We accept some household budgets can be tight and we offer 
payment plans to suit your needs so that payment can be 
achieved. Please contact the office on 6207 1300 should you 

require further information on this option.

Josephine Pecnik
Manager Corporate Services

This year the Learning Enrichment Centre has been focussing on 
the great things that our students achieve daily in their classes 
and around the College. The LEC Legend is an award presented 
to the student with the most positive SEQTA entries at the end 
of each week. The four SEQTA entries tallied include Academic 
Commendation, Demonstrating Independence, Demonstrating 
Respect and Demonstrating Cooperation. The weekly winner is 
awarded $5 to spend at Curie Café and has their name put on the 
wall of fame. It is a great incentive for our students, and we look 
forward to discovering many more LEC Legends in 2021.

Jo Butcher 
Learning Enrichment Centre

Learning Enrichment Centre
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Updating Medical Information

It is imperative that parents notify the College if there is a change 
in your child’s medical circumstances. By keeping the College 
informed we can then develop a medical plan and implement 
strategies to support your child whilst on campus. Informing staff 
of your child’s medical condition and having a streamlined response 
to a medical emergency can sometimes be the difference between 
life and death. If there has been a change can parents please contact 
the Front Office on 6207 1300. 

Attendance
Although the College is pleased with our current attendance 
levels there is always room for improvement. Students should 
only be absent for medical reasons and all non vital absences 
should be avoided. This includes family holidays as they impede 
a student’s academic progress. Parents need to communicate 
absences via SMS on 0409 686 299, email to absentee.ashdale.
sc@education.wa.edu.au or filling in the absentee form on our 
website at ashdalesc.wa.edu.au.

Student Health and Wellbeing

SchoolTV is a world first, wellbeing platform featuring Dr Michael 
Carr-Gregg. It addresses the modern day realities faced by schools 
and parents who increasingly need clear, relevant and fact-based 
information around raising safe, happy and resilient young people.

Whilst there is a great deal of information available, this can often 
be confusing and overwhelming for parents looking for guidance. 
SchoolTV addresses this issue. It is an online resource designed 
to empower parents with credible, sound information with realistic 
and practical strategies.

Every month from February to November, a new topic is published 
for you to review. SchoolTV is a free resource for Ashdale SC 
parents and students and can be accessed via our website or 
ashdalesc.wa.schooltv.me. 

SchoolTV

Dr Michael Carr-Gregg

schooltv.me
Today’s parents, as well as schools, face unprecedented 

challenges in raising healthy and resilient kids. SchoolTV is 
a unique online platform providing ongoing guidance and 

realistic strategies from leading experts.

Bike Helmets

A great way for students to exercise daily is to ride their bikes to the 
College. A non-negotiable of bike riding is the wearing of helmets. 
Can parents please ensure that students wear a helmet whilst riding 
their bikes to school. Apart from being law, it is about safety and the 
fact that a helmet may save lives in case of an accident. The College 
will be policing the wearing of helmets. Students will not be allowed 
to ride their bikes home if they are not wearing a helmet. Parents will 
be required to come to school with a helmet. To avoid this scenario, 
ensure that your child abides by the Road Safety Act.

Cyber Safety
In this world of social media and transfer of electronic 
communication, the College is aware that cyberbullying may 
occur. The College is vigilant on any bullying that occurs within the 
school and will act upon any situations that arise. To access our 
detailed ICT, Computer Technology and Internet Appropriate Use 
Policy, along with other College policies, please visit our website: 
ashdalesc.wa.edu.au/about/policies/



Classroom Timetable
Note different times on Wednesday

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday:

An Independent Public School

75 Westport Parade Darch WA 6065

T: 6207 1300 

E: ashdale.sc@education.wa.edu.au

W: ashdalesc.wa.edu.au

Follow us on Facebook @AshdaleSC“Achieving a Positive Future”

2021 College Dates
Term Dates  
Term 1: Monday 1 February - Thursday 1 April  

Term 2: Tuesday 19 April - Friday 2 July  

Term 3: Monday 19 July - Friday 24 September 

Term 4: Monday 11 October - Thursday 16 December

School Development Days (Pupil Free)
Term 1: Thursday 28 January 

 Friday 29 January 

 Friday 26 February

Term 2: None

Term 3: Monday 19 July

Term 4: Friday 22 October 

 Friday 17 December

Period 1: 8.45 am - 9.45 am
Period 2: 9.50 am - 10.50 am
Mentor Group: 10.55 am - 11.10 am
Recess: 11.10 am - 11.30 am
Period 3: 11.30 am - 12.30 pm
Period 4: 12.35 pm - 1.35 pm
Lunch: 1.35 pm - 2.10 pm
Period 5: 2.10 pm - 3.10 pm

Wednesday:
No Mentor Group 

Period 1: 8.45 am - 9.45 am
Period 2: 9.45 am - 10.45 am
Recess: 10.45 am - 11.05 am
Period 3: 11.05 am - 12.05 pm
Period 4: 12.05 pm - 1.05 pm
Lunch: 1.05 pm - 1.30 pm
Period 5: 1.30 pm - 2.30 pm


