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Why is STEM & Technology so important?

We all know 

the world is 

changing and 

with it the 

jobs of the 

future.



Why is STEM & Technology so important?

To create an educational environment that fosters the development 

of 21st century skills in students – critical thinking, creativity, 

communication and collaboration – so that they can be innovative 

thinkers who find develop solutions to global issues.

At Ashdale SC we want to ensure our students have the skills 

and opportunities to not be a victim of the future changes…. but 

be someone who can take advantage of them and thrive!



APPROVED SPECIALIST PROGRAM – 2 Institutes

In 2025 Ashdale will again offer the 

choice of two Institutes as part of the 

Approved Specialist Program

1) Creative Technologies Institute

2) STEM Institute



Creative Technologies Institute
The Creative Technologies Institute delivers an 

enriched and accelerated digital and creative

technologies curriculum such as:

• graphic design

• photo media

• coding

• Lego robotics

• circuitry

• entrepreneurial skills

• video game design

To support these, students are provided access to 

cameras and media studio, 3D printers, virtual reality 

equipment and the Creative and iMac labs for 

ongoing project development.



Creative Technologies Institute



STEM Institute

The STEM Institute delivers an enriched and 

accelerated curriculum across:

• Science

• Mathematics

• As well as an enriched Digital 

Technologies curriculum

STEM is about using these areas of knowledge to solve 

real-world problems.

STEM Students will have access to 3D printers, laser 

cutters, mechatronics, the Creative lab, and virtual 

reality equipment to help build solutions as well as our 

software training lab and iMac labs.



STEM Institute



Achievements

The median ATAR for STEM Institute 
alumni in 2023 was 89. Twelve (12) of 
the cohort achieved an ATAR of 85 or 
above, demonstrating the strong 
foundation their involvement in the 
STEM Institute provided.

20222023



Differences
Differences between
the two Institutes

CREATIVE
Technologies Institute

STEM
Institute

Duration of Course Years 7 to 9 Years 7 to 9

Curriculum Focus Enriched and accelerated Digital Technologies curriculum
Enriched and accelerated Science and Maths 

curriculum as well as Digital Technologies

Student Entry

Selection by numeracy testing, software assessment and an interview

Students may also be required to participate in a range of STEM & ICT based activities

Hours per week in Specialty Area
ICT – 2 hours

Creative Lab / Skills Development – 1 hour

ICT – 2 hours

Creative Lab / Skills Development – 1 hour

Before/Afterschool

commitment
1 hour per week 1 hour per week

Remain with specialist group in other 

Learning Areas
No Yes – Science and Maths

Hardware and Software

requirements
Laptop or MacBook (please see device specification sheet)

Laptop or MacBook (please see device specification 

sheet)



Testing Session

The testing session will include the following:

* A Mathematics based test

* Completion of a software tutorial and activity

* Interview with ASC staff member

and may include:

* Group work on a fun design / engineering STEM task

Students will be assessed on their ICT and Maths ability as well as their STEM Skills such as 

Communication, Collaboration, Problem Solving and Creativity.

Exact testing format and location will be communicated closer to the date.



Application Process

Term 2 Week 1 & 2 Information provided to primary schools

Term 2 Week 3 | 

Monday 29 April
Parent Information Evening

Term 2 Week 6 | 

Friday 24 May
Expression of Interest close date

Term 2 Week 8 |

Week start 3 June
ASP Testing

Term 2 Week 11 |

24 – 28 June
Offers sent out



Ashdale Secondary College

Ashdale SC is more than just STEM and 

Technology.

We also have the specialist Soccer and 

Netball academies as well as the Music

specialist program!

When you come to Ashdale you will also get 

to experience a whole range of different 

learning. Including food, visual arts, textiles, 

metals, mechatronics, woodwork, dance, 

drama, media and photography.



More information…

Visit: http://ashdalesc.wa.edu.au/



Questions?

Does anyone have a question they 

would like to ask?

Visit: http://ashdalesc.wa.edu.au/
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